
SAMPLE 
DESIGN



• Data is based on 2014 census

– Excluding labour quarters (more than 10 
people), resorts and industrial islands

• Male’ and 20 administrative atolls were 
treated as 21 domains

– All the data will be represented at Male’ and 20 
atoll level

Sample Frame



Sample design
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Sample design

• Covered 4,985 Households 

across the country 



Atoll
No. EBs in 
frame

Total 
households

No. sample 
EBs

No. sample 
households

Male' 436 25,735 48 720
HA 42 2,748 16 240
HDH 53 3,584 19 285
SH 32 2,546 16 240
N 31 2,195 15 225
R 50 3,178 18 270
B 28 1,874 14 210
LH 25 1,665 13 195
K 25 1,987 14 210
AA 15 1,117 12 180
ADH 22 1,434 12 180
V 6 350 6 120
M 14 963 12 180
F 11 758 11 170
DH 13 965 12 180
TH 29 1,955 14 210
L 33 2,510 16 240
GA 23 1,768 13 195
GDH 32 2,596 16 240
GN 27 1,611 13 195
S 54 4,000 20 300
Maldives 1,001 65,539 330 4,985

Sample allocation

Sample 
represent: 
8% of the 
HH in the 
Maldives



Survey period

Over the period of 6 
months

March 2016 – May 2016

Field work suspended for Ramadan

August 2016 – November 2016



Survey months



Data collection

Data were collected via…

Fieldworker
- administered

Face-to-Face
interviews

Expenditure-
- Recall method 

Income-
- 15+ individual
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Survey response rate

Response rate: 
95.7%

Response rate: 
99.0%

Weights 
adjusted 
for non-
response



• the survey was designed to represent for 
Male’ and at the 20 administrative atolls at 
the most disaggregated level.

• No conclusion can be drawn from the 
information on the situation in any 
particular island

Representation of  results



MAIN FINDINGS



Reliability of  the estimates
The standard error
of a data sample is 
a measurement of 
the likely 
difference 
between the 
sample and the 
entire population

The relative 
standard error 
shows if the 
standard error is 
large relative to 
the results; large 
relative standard 
errors (more than 
20%) suggest the 
results are not 
significant.



Reliability of  the estimates



Households, and 

Average household size, HIES 2016

Estimated total population:
Maldives: 379,467

Male: 42%
Atolls: 58%

Estimated total household:
Maldives: 72,208
Male       : 30,423
Atolls      : 41,965

Average Household Size:
Maldives : 5.3
Male’       : 5.3
Atolls       : 5.4



Population pyramid-

population 

projection (admin island) vs. HIES 2016

HIES 2016 excludes – labour quarters (more than 10 people)
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HIES 2016

• Household Income 

• Household Expenditure


