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Working-age
Population

Census 2022 shows that the total resident working-age
population of Maldives is 411,219. This includes 281,131
resident Maldivians and 130,088 as resident foreigners.
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Working-age
population -
Proportion

The proportion of foreigners to the total working-age
population in Maldives is 32% or 1in every 3 people.
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Working-age
Population - by Sex
(Maldivians)

The Maldivian working-age population consists of
142,547 (49.3%) males and 138,584 (50.7%) females
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Working-age population — by sex
(Maldivians)
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Labour Force
Participation Rate

When considering the total resident population, the
labour force participation rate stands at 75.4%. How-
ever, when focusing exclusively on the Maldivian
resident population, the rate slightly dips to 64.2%. The
labour force participation rate of foreigners stands at
99.4%.

o¢c ©0 2 o
&5 Allegl 3433

¢ 22 >

P -
!-AJ 75:5% f/g’f /"’—;!'—'e’,t '—'}/v; .r/sv.n SAxS A:g <

s -

AR
v

\

o P o~ 2z ¢

- <
sa 555 64-2% //e’/; crFe rasea .f/‘/!} /“V.A;/ R~
-~

555 99:4% <2 g% > _v.)v’—‘,sv
z - z -

Labour Force Participation
Rate
IR RN R
75.4
Total
2e K
64.2 99.4
Maldivian Foreign

Mapping the Employment Landscape: A Comprehensive Analysis of the situation in the

Maldives Census 2022




Labour Force
Participation Rate by
Nationality and Locality

Labour force participation rate for Maldivians in Maale
stands at 66.0% while for atolls it is 62.8%. This is 3.2%
lower in atolls than in Maale.

On contrary to this, the LFPR of foreigners in atolls is

99.7% and is 0.6% higher than in Maale (99.1%).
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Labour Force
Participation Rate of
Maldivians by Age
2022 & 2014

For all ages labour force participation rate has
increased by 1.4% for Maldivian population. There is a
slight increase in labour force participation rate for all
youth age-groups except for 18—19-years age group.
The LFPR has declined for all ages from the age of 40
years.
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Labour Force
Participation Rate of
Maldivians by Age and
Sex

For all ages labour force participation rate of males has
increased by 3.3% while for females it has increased
only by 0.3% for Maldivian population. There is a
significant increase in female labour force participation
rate for ages below 40 except for age group18-19, while
from 40 years onwards there is a steady decline.

Fore male there the LFPR increased for the youthful
age (below 35).
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Census 2022 & 2014
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Dependency Ratio

There are in total 47 dependents for every 100
working-age population (15-64 years)

In other words, 1 dependent for every 2 working-age
population

Child dependency ratio in atoll is 1% higher than that
of Maale.

Old-age dependency ratio in Atolls is 4% higher than
Maale.

The overall dependency ratio in Atolls is 15% higher
than Maale
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Child dependency ratio
in atoll is 11% higher
than that of Maale.

Old-age dependency
ratio in Atolls is 4%
higher than Maale.

The overall dependency
ratio in Atolls is 15%
higher than Maale
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Employed Population

The Maldives has a total of 300,422 individuals
employed. Among this workforce, 171,130 individuals
are Maldivians, while 129,292 are foreigners
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Employed Population

Among employed population, 57% individuals are
Maldivians, while 43% are foreigners
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Employed Population -
by Locality

Kaafu Atoll (HA) has the highest employed population
among the atolls, with 36,212 individuals actively
engaged in the workforce. While Raa Atoll (R) is the
second largest in terms of employment with 12,979,

followed by closely is Addu City (S) with 12,357 workers.

Vaavu Atoll (V) stands out as having the lowest employ-
ment population, comprising just 1,967 individuals in
the workforce

A total of 126,386 employed population accounting for
42% lives in Maale.
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Resident Employment by Locality
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The  overall  employment-to-population  ratio, FRILERG Faxl 2% 759% ReSps SRERIz, 55 60-9%
accounting for both genders, stands at 60.9%. Male SFZE SRRELpy  GRRRERL3AD A54% 2Rt
employment-to-population ratio is notably higher at 2aoss Siha 305% 3R5ASsy AEET 332 a5esRlSs
75.9% while, the female employment-to-population SA3E23ZF 2218 33i5 Seks

ratio lags behind at only 45.4%.

These statistics unveil a prominent gender gap in
employment, with men being 30.5% more likely to be
employed compared to women within the working age
population.

Employment-To-Population Ratio of Resident Maldivian
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Employment-To- 4 3,‘.,’3,,};: },‘:5;;
Population Ratio of 3;:,:: 3343
Resident Maldivian By

Sex And Age-Group

For all age groups, the ratio of employment to a3 pE5 SEJA3L AL855 GBS ZRRLiiiiL Zi2 SRS
population ratio of males are higher than that of RERG 535 Riey 585272335 Rafue 530 Fa5es3A0553
females. S e 2is zma

Employment-To-Population Ratio by Age Group & Sex

- Both sexes = Male Female
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Employment Rate &5 erias35a
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The overall employment rate of the resident population 8% 5 4Lh5 SRAESG 55 97-0% vagk ER3.EF35  (E5Es3
in the Maldives is 97.0%. The employment rate among SEEZD 555 97-8% g2 a3A5 SEAEsy Zaxl a3 %947
| i 9 Z - o~- o [
females is considerably lower at 94.7% compared to Shiiay Gaxl a3 94:9% 2 8Es Ga3E 2225
that of males, which stands at 97.8%. The employment ci  cone w“  ces ocsro 05 co. owoor Dooe
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rate among resident Maldivian population is 94.9%
while the gender gap in employment rate among men
and women is 1.8%. The employment rate among SEIZ5 5 0-4% 22 54
foreign males is 100% while among females it stands at
99.6% indicating a gender gap of 0.4%.

99-6% > 8% 825,5335 SrRIE3G wSe Faxl 45 %100-0
z 3 - PP -

Employment Rate by Nationality & Sex
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Employment Status L 8345354

’
The largest employment category is employees, which 2% 2022 2a3% 35 a5 2014 fpa & A2, Z25Fgr a385%
saw a substantial increase from 149,923 in 2014 to S II1367 a5 5553255 25 261290 Su 149923
261,290 in 2022, marking an increase of 111,367
}Viﬁ.)‘f:i
individuals.
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Conversely, the data reveals a decrease in the number - (rdz2) 27
of employer/owners, dropping from 5,709 in 2014 to

4 458 in 2022. $555% 255 p 25 27148 Sea 274509 225 3 2022
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Own account workers, who are self-employed
individuals running their businesses, experienced a
slight reduction from 27,509 in 2014 to 27,148 in 2022.

Number of Employed by Employment Status, 2022 & 2014
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Educational ;':.,, f”, ’d;.)fyno—'
Attainment of 2525 »5is
Maldivian Employed
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Majority of the Maldivian employed population holds a 23 SRS Fa5AZ2 35218 324 L5330 s Sajesfiiis

secondary level of education, accounting for 65,503 55 36% #3222z 65503 45 S3p55 sl vEE,E 545

o o o .

individuals, or 36%. This is followed by those with a S5 B2s 18% F5E B2s 32810 Raih ipE3 Fajepfiiis

certificate/diploma, making up 32,810 individuals, or s o sos o ciioxo 2 zxo o5 o oc
:,:.A_ﬁ .:/“/i 117 228 Dbl '}A}AV/:—‘/ ;/,g/z oo L’"zj&”_'

18% of the employed population. In contrast, the e
percentage of individuals with a preschool-level TS S
education is significantly lower, with only 117 people.

Educational Attainment of Maldivian Employed, 2022
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Employment by
Industry

¢ 22z 3 z - or o0r -~

The public administration and defense industry emerge SATREEL pRIE57es 3415 324 120 5s FaiepRfiis
as the largest employer of Maldivian workers, ol 35 (15:7%) 225 26829 44
P z z

constituting 26,829 jobs or 15.7%, with 57% of these ¢ L sisz 2 i3z ca2s sec0r 2 05 .  tae occoc
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positions held by women. 5 89% 558IF  5p8Sifas 3ESIs (14:7%) 254099

The accommodation and food services industry, is the
second-largest employer, providing 25,099 jobs or
14.7%. Notably, this industry is dominated by a male
workforce, accounting for 89%.

Employment by industry, 2022

Public administration and defense I 26,829
Accommodation and food [ 25,099
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Resident Maldivian PR ,u-,-},, oy

Employment by Broad 2022 s5 2014
. P4
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There is a shift of employment from the primary to
secondary and tertiary industries.
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The employment in tertiary industry has increased from - = o N D
101,512 to 133,554 and secondary industry has increase F2 13920 g3 ppd Ppny EERATE pipeSily phpns
from 27,269 to 29,132. On contrary to this, the primary SAFEE 22n 24 84331
industry employment has contracted from 15,320 to
8,331.

Employed Resident Maldivian Population, 2014 & 2022
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Resident Maldivian
Employment in
Managerial Positions
by Sex

There are 4,284 resident Maldivian female managers
and 14,455 resident Maldivian male managers. In total,
there are 18,739 resident Maldivian managers, with
females constituting 23% of this group, while males
account for 77%.
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Resident Maldivian Employment In
Managerial Positions By Sex, 2022

Female
4,284
23%

14,455
77%

Top 12 Occupations for Resident
Maldivian, Female

Cleaners and helpers in offices, 4074
hotels and other establishments '

Cashiers and ticket clerks 3,178

Bakers,fas_try—cooks and 3,167
confectionery makers

Administrative and executive 2,520
secretaries

Teaching professionals not 2,466
elsewhere classified

Primary school teachers 2,020

Handicraft workers in wood, 1.962
basketry and related materials '

General office clerks 1,908
Sweepers and related labourers 1,758
Shop sales assistants 1,602

Nursing professionals 1,390

Tailors, dressmakers, 1352
furriers and hatters '

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,00 3,500 4,000 4,500

Top 12 Occupations for Resident
Maldivian, Male

Cleaners and helpers in offices, _ 5882
hotels and other establishments '
Deep-sea fishery workers ||| NRAANNEEII +25¢
ships' deck officers and pilots ||| | | | | 434
Securty quarcs NN 3555
Retail and wholesale trade _ 3,050
managers
waiters || I 234
Ships' deck crews and related _ 2691
workers '
Electrical engineering technicians _ 2,602
Police inspectors and detectives ||l 2255
Carpenters and joiners || Nl 9%
Managing directors and 1946
chief executives - '
Cashiers and ticket clerks - 1,822

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000
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Youth Employment S eAIA3355 2%
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When analyzing the youth employment rate by gender, ka3e 35 (aR3E35 24-15) Riepy i 5535 Srae SRAZE
we observe that there is no significant gender disparity wDBllns <2 (88-1%) BeZp SRRERL £.33 3aiesBi55%
in the employment rate among young .people 2o B335 355.353E%F S5 LIS53C 55 45 (879%)
However, its noteworthy that when applying the 2RS35 2a3% 55 (aR3E35 3518) Riesy f RRFE 3532 3
Maldivian definition of youth, the employment rate for L e o

. . P (94'4%) SR SIS F (93'1%) PR
females is slightly lower than that of males. - -

Youth Employment Rate by Sex, 2022
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Top 10 Occupations for 10 2034 Rars sma ~rze
Youth,18-35 &5

The most common occupation among the youth aged S ELRLEEG S2o (2078) Fs 555 Saki S525E 5225 35-18
18-35 is that of Cashiers and ticket clerks, employing z

2,078 young individuals, which constitutes 8.6% of the
employed youth population. Shop sales assistants
come next, with 1,208 individuals or 5.0%, followed
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(8:4%) 1172 22655 35335 IRERER, S 225 j22505505
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closely by waiters at 1,172 (4.8%) and cleaners and office z - z ’
helpers at 975 (4.0%). 589 youth work as police officers, DIPLGISID Sgan PASVSVATS ghes srzrsy 54 g3
and 544 are employed in roles related to ships and rarpesvis 2:0%
maritime activities. Approximately 2.0% of employed
youth work as teaching professionals in positions not
classified elsewhere, including informal teaching roles
such as private tutoring.
Top 10 Occupations of Young People, 2022
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Skills Mismatch

Almost half of the jobs (82,177 workers) exhibit a
congruence between skill levels and job requirements,
whereas around a third of the workforce (56,673) is
deemed  underqualified for  their  respective
occupations. Additionally, 17% of workers (28,352) are
classified as overqualified for their roles. Notably, a
substantial portion of the workforce (51%) holds
positions that do not align with their skills and
qualifications.
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Skills Mismatch of Resident Maldivian Population, 2022
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The total elderly Maldivian resident population of 225 204553 (325 +65) pE5 p5i RE3S RafE 55235
20,553, constituting 5% of the total resident population. v (15%) 3449 55255 55 5% 5235 _hs 23 a> SAAS.
Within this demographic, 3,449 individuals (15%) _3 2 <235 oc-o 22 220202

s
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remain employed, while 178 (1%) are unemployed.
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Elderly Workers, 2022
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Elderly Employed prass 1234 25 22
Population by Locality 34
and Sex :

Male elderly workers outnumber female elderly workers SRARERG RRlpy EE SFLAE5 58,5350 RakASRZs 555k
in all types of islands. Atolls are home to the majority of 65:8% S2kiny 5p35 5 SERa S5a32E3EA L3535 252
z - - - -
1 [0)

male elderly workers, accounting for 65.8% of the total SSSEIEG fShmp 25 820 IARSRE ASips 4i%ANE
and over 82% of females. Maale has 18% of female 0 s cir o i i 2o o o o s
i 81% ey 34% /)—n/,' n.r/; Fase Spes pLar—S 25

elderly workers and 34% of male workers. Industrial LT I
paSoksx :;w:' s nx,' 5-1% .r;; Y

islands and resorts employ a relatively small proportion
of elderly workers, with approximately 1.5% of the total
working population in this sector.

Elderly Employed Population by Locality and Sex, 2022
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Indicators of Persons P8 p2 RippriiLr
[ ] [ ] (N K]

with Disability
88.5% of the disabled population falls within the Sors xPaeLhS vREZ 88:5% SAZFAZ RissRsils
working-age group, surpassing the proportion of vRE2s 79-0% SRZFFRRZA RLpARAEIA ZpsR SREZ,
working-age individuals without disabilities (79.0%). SREZ> SaxiR35 ALSEs
Among the working-age population, two-thirds of P _ iosess

0 o o0~ e 2 o0 (P e co0> 0> o
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individuals without disabilities actively participate in the

: . . S22, k2 SBkp OS50 555 66:7% <ok 5 SARZSAES Faxl
labor force, while only one-third of the disabled z - - : - ’ .
. . . . o c p; Lo:c:: ,/1 ; A:‘ 92-90/ /2 p;o /lﬁld’ a;:/ -
working-age population is actively engaged. TS SRS 22 2 03T RS razereT
. . P .Cj'; .No /2 oce _:o/:
The employment rate for disabled individuals stands at 225 93:0% g2 ex 2 572z

92.9%, compared to 95% for individuals without
disabilities. This difference indicates that disabled
individuals face greater challenges in securing
employment opportunities.

Labour Force Indicators of Persons with Disability, 2022
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Migrants in The Labour
Force

Maale is home to 50,079 international migrant workers,
representing 39% of the total international migrant
labor force. The other administrative islands collectively
host 30,072 international migrant workers, accounting
for 23% of the total. The remaining 38% of international
migrant workers, totaling 49,141 individuals, reside in
non-administrative islands.
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International Migrant Labour Force by Locality, 2022
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International Migrant
Labour Force by
Industry

Tourism industry employs largest number of migrant
workers (45,761). A total of 35,512 international migrant
workers work in the construction industry.
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International Migrant Labour Force
by Industry, 2022
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International Migrant
Labour Force by
Nationality

Among the migrant workers nearly half (46%) are
from Bangladesh. This is followed by the Indian work-
ers (29%) and Sri Lankan workers (10%). Migrant
workers from other 143 nations represent only 15% of
the total migrant workers in the Maldives.
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International Migrant Labour Force
by Nationality, 2022
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International Migrant
Labour Force by Type
of Living Quarter

The majority (78%) reside in labour quarters mainly
provided by the employer. Moreover 17% of them live
in regular household, while 3% lives in construction
sites, boats and tents. A small fraction (2%) of the inter-
national migrant workers resides in guesthouses, huts,
business units or in institutionalized living quarters.
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International Migrant Labour Force by Type of Living Quarter, 2022
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