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Concepts behind different population count

Concept Definition

Enumerated population This is where the person was present at census night (CRT)
(Census Reference Time (CRT) : 00:00 hrs of 13 Sept 2022)

Place of birth Island/country where the person was born

Place of registration The island where the person is registered at the time of Census. By law, all 
Maldivians are required to register in a house and upon which their national 
identity card can be issued.

Usual residence The island where the person resided at the time of census. 
Usual residence is determined based on the duration of one year or more. 
- Place where a person has lived for more than one year or more
OR
- Place where a person intends to live for more than one year or more (if less 
than one year in their usual residence)
This is also referred to as ‘population living in an island’

Resident Maldivian Population = 382,639

Resident Maldivian Population = Maldivian



Enumerated 

population vs usual 

residents



Enumerated population vs Usual Residents

• Including foreigners, Maale host a population of 

210,053 people. 

• The population counted during the enumeration 

process in Maale surpassed the usual residents by 

an additional 1800 people. This surplus is 

recognized as a floating or moving population, 

expected to be present in Maale, at any given point 

in time

• Apart from Maale, K. Atoll has the greatest number 

of people residing within an atoll (42,677 people). 

Resident Population by their usual residence and 
place of enumeration, Census 2022



Usual Resident population 
(Maldivian + Foreign)

• B. Fehendhoo saw the highest growth in usual 

resident population. This was followed by V. 

Thinadhoo & B. Fulhadhoo

• In all these islands, increase in resident population 

was mainly due to the increase in foreign 

population and also by the increase in Maldivian 

population.



Resident Population in Cities (Maldivian + Foreign)

• Highest growth was seen in Kulhudhuffushi city between the intercensal period

• Most of these gain was from the increase in the foreign population in Kulhudhuffushi city

Resident 

Popn
Maldivian Foreign

Resident 

Popn
Maldivian Foreign

Resident 

Popn
Maldivian Foreign

HDh. Kulhudhuffushi 8,450        8,194        256            10,198      9,378        820            2.4 1.7 14.6

GDh.Thinadhoo 5,260        4,658        602            5,572        4,784        788            0.7 0.3 3.4

Gn. Fuvahmulah 8,556        8,035        521            9,550        8,300        1,250        1.4 0.4 11.0

Addu city 21,367      19,414      1,953        25,249     20,516     4,733       2.1 0.7 11.1

City

2014 2022
Inter Censal Growth Rate (2014-

2022)



Usual resident population in Maale (Maldivian + Foreign)

• Maale population saw an increase of  4% annual growth over the past 7 years (Mainly due to 

growth in foreign population)

• Four wards of Maale saw a modest increase in usual residents, with increase in Foreign population 

and decline in Maldivian population growth

• Decline in population growth in Villimale

• Hulhumale recorded the highest annual growth rate at 17% - with Maldivian living in the area 

increasing by 16% annually and the foreign population growth exceeding by 20%

Usual residents in Maale by ward, 2014 & 2022



Resident Maldivian 

Population



Registered population by place of usual residence –at 
Atoll level

• More than 50% of the population that is 

registered in each Atoll also lived within 

the Atoll.

• Out of the registered population in GA & 

GDh Atoll, 2 in every 5 people was living 

in Maale.

• Share of population registered and living 

within the same atoll was higher in 

central atolls (K, AA & ADh) compared to 

other atolls.



Registered population by place of usual residence – 
island level

• Islands where most of the registered 

population reside in the island are 

mostly located in the central region

• Laamu atoll showed potential to retain 

its registered population in the island. 

• Kulhudhuffushi stood out as the only 

city with more than 80% of its 

registered population living in the city.



Usual residents in Maale by place of registration

• More than half of the population living in 

Maale are registered in other islands

• Majority of those living in Maale was from 

most populous atolls – Addu City, GDh & 

HA Atoll.



Usual residents in Maale by place of registration

• People from Hithadhoo Avah constitute largest group 

living in Maale in terms of absolute numbers.

• Southern Atolls contributed to most residents in Maale

• Share of registered population from these islands 

residing in Maale- one 1 in every 4- person registered 

in these islands were living in Maale. Eg: even though 

1773 people from Hulhudhoo Avah lived in Maale, it 

accounted to almost half of their registered population 

living in Maale.

10 Islands with the greatest number of people living in 
Maale (in absolute numbers) by their island of registration, 

2022



Usual residents in Maale – islands where more than 
half of their registered population lives in Maale

• 13 islands had more than 50% of their 

registered population living in Maale

• 16 islands had 40-49% of their registered 

population living in Maale



Indicator 16.9.1: Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose 
births have been registered with a civil authority, by age

• Maldives has achieved almost 100% birth 

registration.

• 70 Maldivians are report in the census as 

not being registered in Maldives

• 55 Children less than 5 years are yet to 

complete their birth registration.

• Most of the children who are not registered 

lives in Maale.
Note: In census if a person is registered, it would 
imply birth has been registered and birth 
certificate has been issued

Republic Maale Atolls

0 52 43 9

1 0 0 0

2 2 1 1

3 0 0 0

4 1 0 1

5 0 0 0

Total 55 44 11

Age
Locality



Migration among Maldivians



Who is a migrant?

• Migration among Maldivian was determined based on the change in 

usual residence. If the person has ever resided in a place 

(island/country) other than their island of usual residence for one year 

or more, then an individual is considered as a migrant.

• Census captures the most recent migration of a person (eg; if a person 

has migrated for more than once, information with regard to their most 

recent migration is collected)



Migrants - Maldivians

• Close to half of the Maldivian population 

were migrants.

• More than half of the population in Maale 

were migrants with female predominant as 

migrants.

• One in every 3 person was a migrant in 

Atolls



Why do Maldivians migrate? Past and present

• 7 years ago- primary motive for migration was family migration (22%), 

education (19%) and return migration (17%).

• At present, employment stood as the primary driver (34%), with family 

migration (19%) and education (14%).



Migration towards Maale

• Education was the main pull factor to the 

capital city 7 years ago and it remained 

same even today.

• Migration due to other reasons (such as 

medical, as parent/ guardian) increased 

overtime.

Reason for migration, now and 7 years ago, 2022



Migrants- by duration in current residence (migrants less than 1 year)

• A total of 16,673 people migrated less than one 

year ago.

• Maale received 6484 migrants as most recent 

migrants. This is an addition of 1168 people 

compared to migrants moving to Maale in 2021.

• This gives a crude estimation of migration to Maale 

as:

 - Maale can expect to receive 6400 migrants annually

 - Maale can expect to receive 18 migrants per day



Migrants in Maale by their 
place of previous residence

• Out of the total migrants, close to half of 

the migrants (48%) resided in Maale

• 1 in 5 migrants in Maale (21%) used to live 

abroad before moving to Maale.

• Next is people moving from populous Atolls 

such as GDh (7%), HA (7%), and Addu City 

(7%)



Movement within Maale (over the 

past 1 year)



Movement within Maale (in the past 1 year)

• Movement was more frequent in 

Hulhumale within a year compared 

to other wards.

• While 68% of the usual residents 

in Hulhumale resided in Hulhumale 1 

year back, the remaining was 

newcomers, mostly from moving 

from 4 wards of Maale.



Foreign migrants



Stock of foreigners in the country

• One in every 4 person living in Maldives is a 

foreigner. 

• About 40% of the foreign population is living in 

Maale.

• More than half of the foreign population living in 

Maale are from Bangladesh. 

• One in every 5 foreigner living in Maale is from 

India.



Foreigners by age group 

• Foreign men outnumbered Maldivian in the 

prime age of working.

• In the age band of 25-29 years, 10,00 more 

foreigners were in the country than Maldivians.

• In the age band of 30-34 years, foreign men 

surpassed Maldivians men by 7000 workers.

• A significant proportion of foreign male 

continued to work in the country in their late 40’s 

and fifties, while only a few foreign women 

worked in the country beyond 45 years. 
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Flow of foreign migrants

• In census, out of the total foreign 

population 25,000 foreign workers 

have been living in the country for 

less than 1 year.

• Out of these 12,000 workers are 

from India (25% of the foreigners)

• 2022 show a huge influx of foreign 

workers compare to past few years 

(might be a jump after COVID)





Thank you
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