
In-depth analysis of informality and informal 
employment in the Maldives 
Summary

MALDIVES BUREAU OF STATISTICS
Ministry of Housing, Land & Urban Development

2022

CENSUS
count m

e in.... .... 

2022
Maldives Population and 

Housing Census 



2022
ރ� �ވ ކ�ގ� މ�ނ� �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ ނ�

In-depth analysis of informality and informal employment in the Maldives: Summary
Census 2022

According to Census 2022, approximately 40% of 
employed population is in informal employment, 
totaling 120,062 workers, of which women constitute 
21.4% while men account for 78.6%. 

The informal employment consists of 33.7% of 
employed women and 42.1% of employed men. Men 
dominate both informal and formal employment.

Size of informal 
employment

ލ�ބ� އ�މ�ދ�ނ�   �ދ�ވ�ހ�ރ�އ�ޖ�ގ�އ ގ
ތ�ނ�،  ދ�އ�ކ�  ނ�ތ�ޖ�  ގ�   2022  ސ�ނ�ސ�ސ� 

މ�ހ�ނ�  40% ގ�ތ�ގ�ނޑ�ކ�ށ�  މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�  ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�    � މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ

120،062 ޖ�މ�ލ�  އ�އ�  ގ
ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�.  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  ކ�ރ�ނ�   މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� 

ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.  އ�ކ�   21.4% މ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�   މ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. 

78.6.%

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� ގ
ތ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�ނ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�

 %33.7 އ�އ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� %42.1 އ�ވ�. ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ދ� ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�

ވ�ސ� ބ
ޑ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�އ� ޙ�އ�ސ� ކ�ރ�ނ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.1

Total employment by employment types

EMPLOYMENT TYPES NUMBER OF PERSONS SHARE OF EMPLOYMENT

INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT 120,062 40.0

FORMAL EMPLOYMENT 180,360 60.0

TOTAL 300,422 100.0

Table 1.1d: Total employment by employment types and gender

EMPLOYMENT 
TYPES

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT SHARE WITHIN GENDER WOMEN’S SHARE 
AGAINST MENFEMALE MALE TOTAL FEMALE MALE

INFORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT 25,693 94,369 120,062 33.7 42.1 21.4

FORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT 50,587 129,773 180,360 66.3 57.9 28.0

TOTAL 76,280 224,142 300,422 100 100 25.4



ތ�އ� �ގ� ބ�ވ ގ� ތ�ނ� އ�ކ�ތ�ހ�ނ� � މ�ސ
އ�ކ�ތ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ ނ�

In-depth analysis of informality and informal employment in the Maldives: Summary
Census 2022

The total employment is divided into three production 
units: informal sector, formal sector and households. 
Over 79% of employment belongs to the formal sector 
while informal sector and households occupy 14% and 
6.5% respectively. 

In the household sector, women’s share outweighs that 
of men, at 71.5%, while in informal sector and formal 
sector, men lead at 85.8% and 76.4% respectively. A 
similar trend with slight variation occurs in both Male’ 
and atolls.

Production units in 
informal employment

 ޖ�މ�ލ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ކ�ނ� ބ�ހ�ލ�ވ�ފ�އ�ވ�ނ� ތ�ނ�ބ�ވ�ތ�އ�ގ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� ހ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�ށ�ވ�.

އ�ވ�. ގ�ބ�ސ�  ދ�ރ�އ�ޅ�   �އ�ދ ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�،  ރ�ސ�މ�   އ�އ�، 

14% އ�ތ�ރ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�ތ�ރ�ގ�އ�ވ�.  ރ�ސ�މ�  ހ�މ�ނ�ނ�   79%  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ކ�މ�ގ� 

އ�އ�  6.5%  �އ�ދ ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�ށ�ވ�.  ހ�ނ�ގ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ވ�ނ� 

ގ�ބ�ސ�ތ�ކ�ވ�.1

ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.  އ�އ�   71.5% މ�ހ�ނގ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ކ�ރ�   � ގ�ބ�ސ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� ހ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�ގ�އ� %85.8 އ�ދ� ރ�ސ�މ� ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�ގ�އ� %76.4 ޙ�އ�ސ�

 ކ�ރ�ނ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. މ�ލ�އ�އ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�ނ� ހ�މ� ދ�ދ� އ�އ�ކ�ހ�ލ�

ތ�ފ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ކ�ވ�.1

Total employment by production units (also known as production sectors)

PRODUCTION UNITS NUMBER OF PERSONS SHARE OF EMPLOYMENT

INFORMAL SECTOR 42,162 14.0

FORMAL SECTOR 238,729 79.5

HOUSEHOLDS 19,531 6.5

TOTAL 300,422 100.00

Total employment by production units and gender in Republic, Maale, and Atolls

TOTAL 
EMPLOYMENT BY 

PRODUCTION UNITS

REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLLS

FEMALE MALE TOTAL FEMALE MALE TOTAL FEMALE MALE TOTAL

INFORMAL SECTOR 14.2 85.8 100 11.9 88.1 100 15.9 84.1 100

FORMAL SECTOR 23.6 76.4 100 27.5 72.5 100 20.8 79.2 100

HOUSEHOLDS 71.5 28.5 100 67.0 33.0 100 74.8 25.2 100

TOTAL 25.4 74.6 100 27.9 72.1 100 23.6 76.4 100
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A striking share of 62.1% of informal employment is 
foreign workers while only 37.9% are Maldivians. 
However, a significant variation occurs between women 
and men: 78% of women in informal employment are 
Maldivians while 73% of men are foreigners.

Among Maldivians in informal employment, 44% are 
women, while 56% are men. The figures for Maale and 
atolls are in close proximity.

Maldivians and 
foreigners in informal 
employment

 ދ�ވ�ހ�ރ�އ�ޖ�ގ�އ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� އ�ބ�ދ�ގ� %62.1 އ�ކ� ބ�ދ�ސ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.

�އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�އ އ�ހ�ނ�ނ�މ�ވ�ސ�،  އ�ކ�ވ�.   37.9% ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ�  ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ގ�   � އ�ދ

 ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ� ވ�ރ�ށ� ތ�ފ�ތ�ކ�ނ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�އ�ވ�. ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ�

 އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� %78 އ�ކ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. އ�ހ�ނ�ނ�މ�ވ�ސ�، ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� 73%

އ�ކ� ބ�ދ�ސ�އ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.1

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� ގ
ތ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� %44 އ�ކ�

 އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. އ�ދ� ދ�ވ�ހ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� %56 އ�ވ�. މ�ލ� އ�އ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�

ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ވ�ސ� ހ�ރ� ދ�ދ� އ�އ�ގ
ތ�ކ�ށ�ވ�.1

Share of Nationality in Informal Employment by Gender in Maale and Atoll

GENDER
REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLLS

MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL

FEMALE 78.0 22.0 100.0 62.8 37.2 100.0 89.9 10.1 100.0

MALE 27.0 73.0 100.0 19.0 81.0 100.0 35.0 65.0 100.0

TOTAL 37.9 62.1 100.0 27.4 72.6 100.0 47.9 52.1 100.0

Share of men and women in informal employment by nationality in Maale, Atoll and Republic 

GENDER
REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLLS

MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL MALDIVIAN FOREIGNER TOTAL

FEMALE 44.0 7.6 21.4 44.1 9.9 19.2 44.0 4.6 23.5

MALE 56.0 92.4 78.6 55.9 90.1 80.8 56.0 95.4 76.5

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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The informal employment in relation to formal 
employment is highest is Gnaviyani atoll (Fuvahmulah 
City) at 51.3%. Conversely, informal employment is 
lowest in Alif Dhaal atoll at 26.9%.

Informal employment 
among atolls

 ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ� ޖ�މ�ލ� އ�ބ�ދ�އ�އ�  އ�ޅ�ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�

އ�އ� ސ�ޓ�ގ�އ�ވ�.  ފ�ވ�އ�މ�ލ�އ�  ބ
ޑ�  އ�ނ�މ�  ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�  މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ޅ�   � މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ

 %51.3 އ�ވ�. މ�ފ�ދ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� މ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ� އ�ނ�މ� ދ�ށ� އ�ލ�ފ� ދ�ލ�

އ�ތ
ޅ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %26.9 އ�ވ�.1

SHARE OF INFORMAL AND FORMAL EMPLOYMENT WITHIN ATOLLS
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The exposure of women to informal employment peaks 
in Shaviyani atoll at 46.8%. This means that 46.8% of 
employed women are in informal employment in the 
atoll. The men’s exposure to informal employment 
peaks in Gnaviyani atoll at 56.2%. A  relatively high 
share of men  from atolls are engaged in informal 
employment.

އ�ޅ�  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�  ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�   � މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ

 މ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ� އ�ނ�މ� މ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ�ނ� ށ�ވ�ޔ�ނ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %46.8 އ�ވ�.

މ�ތ� އ�ނ�މ�  ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�  ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ޅ�   �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   � އ�ދ

 ފ�ވ�އ�މ�ލ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %56.2 އ�ވ�. ޖ�މ�ލ�ގ
ތ�އ�ގ�އ� ގ�ނ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�

މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ� ބ
ޑ�ކ�ނ� ފ�ހ�ގ� ކ�ރ�ވ�އ�ވ�.1
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Informal employment 
among atolls

TOTAL 
INFORMAL 

AND FORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT 

BY ATOLLS

NUMBER OF WORKERS SHARES IN NATIONAL GENDER LEVEL TOTAL
INFORMAL SHARES 

WITHIN ATOLL’S 
GENDER TOTAL

WOMEN’S SHARE WITHIN EACH 
SECTOR INFORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT FORMAL EMPLOYMENT
INFORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT
FORMAL EMPLOYMENT

FORMAL EMPLOYMENT

FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE MALE INFORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT

FORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT

MLE 11,225 47,141 24,058 43,962 43.7 50.0 47.6 33.9 31.8 51.7 19.2 35.4

HA 709 1,787 1,391 2,620 2.8 1.9 2.7 2.0 33.8 40.5 28.4 34.7

HDH 1,532 3,063 1,891 3,008 6.0 3.2 3.7 2.3 44.8 50.5 33.3 38.6

SH 1,070 1,674 1,214 2,601 4.2 1.8 2.4 2.0 46.8 39.2 39.0 31.8

N 1,044 1,890 1,612 5,261 4.1 2.0 3.2 4.1 39.3 26.4 35.6 23.5

R 1,075 2,961 1,956 6,987 4.2 3.1 3.9 5.4 35.5 29.8 26.6 21.9

B 750 2,713 1,583 6,466 2.9 2.9 3.1 5.0 32.1 29.6 21.7 19.7

LH 593 1,797 1,279 4,491 2.3 1.9 2.5 3.5 31.7 28.6 24.8 22.2

K 1,059 9,632 3,207 21,512 4.1 10.2 6.3 16.6 24.8 30.9 9.9 13.0

AA 618 1,734 912 3,690 2.4 1.8 1.8 2.8 40.4 32.0 26.3 19.8

ADH 567 2,341 1,574 6,321 2.2 2.5 3.1 4.9 26.5 27.0 19.5 19.9

V 105 707 282 873 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.7 27.1 44.7 12.9 24.4

M 439 1,009 583 1,397 1.7 1.1 1.2 1.1 43.0 41.9 30.3 29.4

F 334 585 520 862 1.3 0.6 1.0 0.7 39.1 40.4 36.3 37.6

DH 449 1,262 982 3,663 1.7 1.3 1.9 2.8 31.4 25.6 26.2 21.1

TH 727 1,586 969 1,784 2.8 1.7 1.9 1.4 42.9 47.1 31.4 35.2

L 1,035 2,316 1,356 2,912 4.0 2.5 2.7 2.2 43.3 44.3 30.9 31.8

GA 382 1,681 1,085 3,471 1.5 1.8 2.1 2.7 26.0 32.6 18.5 23.8

GDH 617 1,886 1,224 2,354 2.4 2.0 2.4 1.8 33.5 44.5 24.7 34.2

GN 485 1,598 731 1,243 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.0 39.9 56.2 23.3 37.0

S 878 5,006 2,178 4,295 3.4 5.3 4.3 3.3 28.7 53.8 14.9 33.6

TOTAL 25,693 94,369 50,587 129,773 100 100 100 100 33.7 42.1 21.4 28.0

Table 3.4: Total number of people in informal and formal employment by gender (column 1 to 4), shares of employment within the 
country (column 5 to 8), shares of women and men in informal employment out of gender total within the given atoll (column 9 to 

10), women’s share in employment compared to men in the given atoll (column 11 to 12)



The employed population in Maldives in informal and 
formal employment experiences a significant leap at 
25-29 year age group, reaching a peak at 30-34 years, 
and slightly declining at 35-39 years. Beyond that, it 
decreases significantly.

The informal employment of Maldivians follows a 
different trend compared to total informal employment. 
The informal employment rises gradually till the age of 
35 to 39 and declines slowly. Thus, the informal 
employment among Maldivians does not vary much 
even during the peak working age. Maldivian men and 
women also follow a parallel route even though 
number of men is generally slightly higher than women.

ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   �އ�ދ ރ�ސ�މ�  ޖ�މ�ލ�   ދ�ވ�ހ�ރ�އ�ޖ�ގ� 

 އ�ބ�ދ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ� 25 އ�ހ�ރ�އ� 29 އ�ހ�ރ�އ� ދ�މ�ދ�ގ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ�އ�ކ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ
ށ�ލ�ވ� ވ�ރ�ށ�

 މ�ހ�ނ� އ�ތ�ރ�ވ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ� އ�ކ��ވ�. އ�ހ�ނ�ނ�މ�ވ�ސ�، މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� މ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ޢ�ދ�ދ�

އ�ނ�މ� މ�ތ�ކ�މ�ށ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�ފ�އ�ވ�ނ� 30 އ�އ� 34 އ�ހ�ރ�ގ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ�ގ�އ�ވ�.1

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ޖ�މ�ލ� އ�ބ�ދ� އ�ކ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ގ� މ�ދ�ގ�އ� ބ�ހ�ފ�އ�ވ�

 ގ
ތ�އ� އ�ޅ�ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، ހ�ރ�ހ�  އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ�ތ�ކ�އ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ� ބ�ހ�ލ�ވ�ފ�އ�ވ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�

 ވ�ރ�ށ� ތ�ފ�ތ�ވ�. ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ޢ�ދ�ދ� އ�ނ�މ� މ�ތ�ވ�ނ� 35 އ�ހ�ރ�އ� 39 އ�ހ�ރ�އ� ދ�މ�ދ�އ�ވ�.

 އ�ހ�ނ�ނ�މ�ވ�ސ�، އ�އ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ� އ�އ� އ�ނ�އ� އ�މ�ރ�ފ�ރ�ގ� މ�ދ�ގ�އ�ވ� ފ�ރ�ގ�، ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�

�ދ�ވ�ހ  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�އ�ވ�.  ކ�ޑ�ކ�ނ�  ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ނ�   � ގ�މ�ދ�ގ�އ

އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�އ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ޢ�ދ�ދ�ތ�އ�ވ�ސ� އ�ޅ�ނ� ދ�ދ� އ�އ� ހ�މ�އ�އ�ގ�އ�ވ�.1

ކ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ގ�އ� ބ� ކ�ގ� މ�ދ� �ރ�ފ�ރ�ތ އ�މ�
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Informal employment 
across age groups

TOTAL INFORMAL AND FORMAL EMPLOYMENT &
SHARE OF INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT WITHIN AGE BANDS
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share of informal employment 52 38 40 39 39 39 36 38 42 50 68
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MALDIVIANS IN INFORMAL AND FORMAL EMPLOYMENT &
SHARE OF INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT WITHIN AGE BANDS
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The educational attainment among employed 
population indicates that, in both informal and formal 
work, secondary education leads. The informal workers 
with secondary education account for over 29,000, 
while formal work consists of over 54,000 individuals 
with secondary education. Surprisingly, 18.7% of those 
holding degree and above are also in informal 
employment.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ދ� ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ� މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�ތ�ރ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ� އ�ނ�މ�

 ގ�ނ�އ� ސ�ނ�ވ� ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ޙ�ސ�ލ�ކ
ށ�ފ�އ�ވ� މ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. ސ�ނ�ވ� ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ޙ�ސ�ލ�ކ
ށ�ފ�އ�ވ�

ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ޅ�އ�ރ�   �މ�ތ�ގ�އ އ�ށ�ވ�ރ�   29،000 ޢ�ދ�ދ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�   ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� މ�ހ�ނ� 54،000 ވ�ރ� ގ�ނ�އ�ވ�. މ�ތ� ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ޙ�ސ�ލ�ކ
ށ�ފ�އ�ވ�

�ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  މ�ހ�ނ�   18.7% ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�   މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� 

ވ�އ�ވ�.1

ލ�މ� ގ� ތ�ޢ� ރ�ނ� އ�ކ�ތ�ތ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ވ�ރ� ފ�ނ�
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Educational attainment 
in informal 
employment

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN EDUCATION LEVELS IN INFORMAL
AND FORMAL EMPLOYMENT
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Among Maldivians in informal employment, the 
primary educational share in atolls is significantly higher 
at 33%, while the share in Maale is at at 13%. While 
those holding certificates or diploma in Maale and 
atolls are at 20% and 10% respectively.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� މ�ލ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� ފ�ށ�ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ނ�ނ�މ�ފ�އ�ވ�

އ�ވ�.  33% ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ�  އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�  އ�ޅ�އ�ރ�   �ގ�އ  13% ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�   މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�  

 އ�އ�ޚ�ލ�ފ�ށ�، މ�ލ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� ދ�ވ�ހ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� %20 ޑ�ޕ�ލ
މ�

 ނ�ވ�ތ� ސ�ޓ�ފ�ކ�ޓ� ފ�ނ�ވ�ރ�ގ� ކ�ސ�ތ�އ� ނ�ނ�މ�ފ�އ�ވ� އ�ރ�، އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� މ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�

އ�ޅ�ނ� %10 ގ�އ�ވ��.1

ލ�މ� ގ� ތ�ޢ� ރ�ނ� އ�ކ�ތ�ތ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ވ�ރ� ފ�ނ�
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Educational attainment 
in informal 
employment

SHARE OF MALDIVIANS AND FOREIGNERS IN INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT
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At republic level, the informal employment is most 
prominent in construction industry with over 31,000 
workers. For each construction worker in formal 
employment, approximately 3 construction workers 
are engaged in informal employment. Trade, 
manufacturing, agriculture and fishing and 
accommodation and food services also have 
significantly high informal employment. 

ޢ�މ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ރ�މ�ގ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�ނ�  އ�ނ�މ�  މ�ސ�އ�ތ�ރ�ނ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   � ދ�ވ�ހ�ރ�އ�ޖ�ގ�އ

 ސ�ނ�ޢ�ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�. މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ�  31،000 ވ�ރ� ގ�ނ� މ�ހ�ނ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ� ވ�އ�ވ�.

މ�ހ�ކ�ށ� ކ
ނ�މ�  މ�ދ�އ�ރ�ގ�  ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�   �ގ
ތ�ގ�އ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�   ރ�ސ�މ� 

ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� ދ�ނ�،  އ�ޅ�އ�ވ�.  މ�ހ�ނ�   3 ގ�ތ�ގ�ނޑ�ކ�ށ�   ��މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

�ދ�ނޑ�ވ�ރ�ކ�މ�އ އ�ފ�އ�ދ�ނ�،    �ތ�ކ�ތ  ،�ވ�ޔ�ފ�ރ ގ�ނ�އ�  އ�ނ�މ�   މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ� 

�ކ�ބ�ތ�ކ�ތ  �ދ�ނ�މ�އ ޚ�ދ�މ�ތ�  އ�ކ
މ
ޑ�ޝ�ނ�  ކ�ރ�މ�އ�ދ�ތ�ގ�   �އ�ދ  މ�ސ�ވ�ރ�ކ�ނ�، 

ފ�ރ�ކ
ށ�ދ�ނ�މ�ގ� ދ�އ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�.1

ކ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ގ�އ� ކ�ގ� މ�ދ� �ތ�ތ �ޢ  ސ�ނ�

ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ބ�
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Industries within 
informal employment TOTAL WORKFORCE COMPOSITION: FORMAL AND

INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT IN THE REPUBLIC
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In terms of the share of informal employment within the 
top 10 industries, activities of households occupy the 
largest share of 95.3% while education occupies the 
lowest share (18.7%).

The construction sector being the leading industry in 
informal employment constitute of 99% men. At 83%, 
women lead education industry in informal 
employment. Women's share in activities of households 
is at 70%. 

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� މ�ހ�ނ� އ�ނ�މ� ގ�ނ� 10 ސ�ނ�ޢ�ތ�އ� ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ� އ�ނ�މ� ގ�ނ�އ� ގ�ބ�ސ�ގ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %95.3 އ�ވ�.

ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ� އ�ނ�މ� މ�ދ� ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ދ�އ�ރ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %18.7 އ�ވ�.1

 ދ� ޖ�ނ�ސ�ގ� މ�ދ�ގ�އ� ސ�ނ�ޢ�ތ�ތ�އ� ބ�ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ�ށ� ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�

 އ�ސ� ސ�ނ�ޢ�ތ� ކ�މ�ގ�އ�ވ� ޢ�މ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ރ�މ�ގ� ދ�އ�ރ�ގ�އ� %99 އ�ކ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.1

 އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ� އ�ނ�މ� ބ
ޑ� ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ� ދ�އ�ރ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�އ� %83 އ�ވ�. ގ�ބ�ސ�ގ�

މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� %70 އ�ވ�.1

ކ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ގ�އ� ބ� ކ�ގ� މ�ދ� �ތ�ތ �ޢ ސ�ނ�
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Industries within 
informal employment
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The Maldivian women in informal employment occupy 
89% of education industry, 88% of activities of 
households, 80% of human health and social services, 
while Maldivian men lead in informal employment in 
mining (100%), construction (96%), public 
administration (76%), accommodation and food 
services (70%) and so on.

ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނގ�   �ދ�ވ�ހ  �ދ�އ�ރ�ގ�އ ތ�ޢ�ލ�މ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�   ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

އ�ޅ�އ�ވ�.  88% އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�   �ދ�ވ�ހ  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ގ�ބ�ސ�ގ�  އ�ކ�ވ�.   89% 

 ޢ�މ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ރ�މ�އ� ގ�ޅ� ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� %96 އ�ކ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.

އ�ކ
މ
ޑ�ޝ�ނ� އ�ވ�.  ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� 76%  ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�   �ދ�ވ�ހ  �އ�ދ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ  ދ�އ�ލ�ތ�ގ� 

ޚ�ދ�މ�ތ�ދ�ނ�ނ� އ�ދ� ކ�ބ�ތ�ކ�ތ� ވ�އ�ކ�މ�ގ�އ� ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�ނ� %70 ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.1

ކ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ގ�އ� ބ� ކ�ގ� މ�ދ� �ތ�ތ �ޢ ސ�ނ�
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Industries within 
informal employment

SHARE OF MALDIVIANS IN INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY AT REPUBLIC LEVEL
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At the broadest major group level in occupations, 
informal employment is lead by craft and related trade 
workers accounting for over 32,000 people. This 
category includes, bakers, pastry cooks, tailors, 
carpenters, other craftsmen, etc. This is followed by 
elementary occupations which include cleaners, 
construction labourers, helpers, messengers, and alike.

 Within informal employment, craft and related workers 
occupy 26.8% while elementary occupations account 
for 23.8%.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ� ބ�ހ�ލ�ވ�ފ�އ�ވ� މ�އ� ބ�އ�ތ�ކ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ�

� މ�ހ�ނ� އ�ނ�މ� ގ�ނ�އ� އ�ކ� ބ�ވ�ތ�ގ� ތ�ކ�ތ� އ�ފ�އ�ދ�މ�ގ� ވ�ޒ�ފ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�ގ�ތ�ރ�ގ�އ

 ވ�ޑ�ނ�ކ�ރ�ނ�، ފ�ހ�ނ�، ކ�ބ�ތ�ކ�ތ� އ�ފ�އ�ދ�ނ�، އ�ދ� އ�ހ�ނ�ހ�ނ� އ�ތ�ތ�ރ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ވ�ސ�

އ�ދ�އ�ގ� އ�ނ�މ�  ގ�ނ�އ�  އ�ނ�މ�  ދ�ނ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   ހ�މ�ނ�އ�ވ�. 

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�ގ�ތ�ރ�ގ�އ� އ�ތ� ގ�ތ�ކ
ށ�ދ� މ�ހ�ނ�، ތ�ނ�ތ�ނ� ސ�ފ�ކ�ރ� މ�ހ�ނ�،

އ�ހ�ނ� ފ�ދ�  މ�ހ�ނ�  އ�ފ�އ�ލ�   �ތ�ކ�ތ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�މ�ހ�ނ�،  އ�ހ�ތ�ރ�ވ�   � ޢ�މ�ރ�ތ�ކ�ރ�މ�ގ�އ

މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�އ� ހ�މ�ނ�އ�ވ�.1

ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، ގ
ތ�ށ�  ބ�ހ�ފ�އ�ވ�   �މ�ދ�ގ�އ ސ�ނ�ޢ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�   �އ�ކ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�   ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

 އ�ތ�ތ�ރ�މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�އ� އ�ފ�ދ� އ�ފ�އ�ދ�ނ�ތ�ރ�ކ�މ�ގ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ޖ�މ�ލ� %26.8 މ�ހ�ނ�

 ހ�މ�ނ�އ�ވ�. އ�ދ� އ�ނ�މ� އ�ދ�އ�ގ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� މ�ހ�ނ�ފ�ދ� ވ�ޒ�ފ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� %23.8 މ�ހ�ނ�

މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�.1

ކ�ގ� �ފ�ތ ކ� ވ�ޒ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ގ�އ� ބ� މ�ދ�
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Occupations in 
informal employment

NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN OCCUPATIONS IN FORMAL
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Among Maldivians in Maale, service and trade related 
workers lead at 3,202 persons, while craft related work 
leads atolls at 9,117 persons. Skilled agriculture and 
fishery holds the second rank in atolls with over 5,900 
persons, occupying 93.4% of the occupation among 
Maldivians.

ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�، އ�ނ�މ�  ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�،  ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ށ�  ކ�ރ�   މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   � މ�ލ�ގ�އ

މ�ހ�ނ�  3،202  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ ގ�ޅ�   �ވ�ޔ�ފ�ރ�އ�އ  �ފ�ރ�ކ
ށ�ދ�ނ�މ�އ  ޚ�ދ�މ�ތ�ތ�އ� 

�އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ އ�ޅ�އ�ވ�.  މ�ހ�ނ�   9،117  �އ�ފ�އ�ދ�މ�ގ�އ  �ތ�ކ�ތ  �އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ  އ�ޅ�އ�ވ�. 

�ދ�ނޑ�ވ�ރ�ކ�މ�އ  �ހ�ނ�ރ�ވ�ރ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ކ�ރ�  ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�  ގ�ނ�  އ�ނ�މ�   ދ�ވ�ނ�އ�ށ� 

އ�މ�ހ�ނ�ގ� ކ�ރ�އ�ރ�،  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�  މ�ހ�ނ�  ގ�ނ�  އ�ށ�ވ�ރ�   5،900  � މ�ސ�ވ�ރ�ކ�މ�ގ�އ

ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� %93.4 އ�ވ�.1

ކ�ގ� �ފ�ތ ކ� ވ�ޒ� އ�ކ�ތ� އ� �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ހ�ފ�އ�ވ� ގ
ތ� ގ�އ� ބ� މ�ދ�
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The employment status in both informal and formal 
employment is lead by ‘employees’, constituting 74% of 
total informal employment and 94.7% of total formal 
employment. The share of employees in Maale and 
atolls account for 82.9% and 65.6% of total informal 
employment within the regions.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ދ� ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ� އ�ނ�މ� ގ�ނ� މ�ހ�ނ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ކ�ރ�ނ�

 'މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�' ގ� ގ
ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�. އ�ގ
ތ�ނ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�

މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�ގ� އ�ޅ�ނ�   94.7% މ�ހ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ޅ�   �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ރ�ސ�މ�   �އ�ދ  74% 

މ�ލ�ގ� ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�،  ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ށ�  އ�ޅ�  މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�   �އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ  �މ�ލ�އ�އ  ގ
ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�. 

މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�ގ� އ�ޅ�ނ�   65.6% އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�   �އ�ދ  82.9% މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�   ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

ގ
ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�.1

ފ�ގ� ކ�ގ�އ� ވ�ޒ� �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ތ� �ޙ�އ�ސ�އ�ޔ
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Employment status in 
informal employment

Employment status by Employment types, shares within employment type and between 
employment types at Republic level

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

EMPLOYMENT TYPE SHARES WITHIN EMPLOYMENT 
TYPE

SHARE BETWEEN EMPLOYMENT 
TYPES

INFORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT

FORMAL 
EMPLOYMENT TOTAL INFORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT
FORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT
INFORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT
FORMAL 

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYEE 88,811 170,761 259,572 74.0 94.7 34.2 65.8

PAID APPRENTICE 
OR INTERN 1,291 427 1,718 1.1 0.2 75.1 24.9

1,417 3,041 4,458 1.2 1.7 31.8 68.2

OWN ACCOUNT 
WORKER 19,118 5,133 24,251 15.9 2.8 78.8 21.2

OWN ACCOUNT 
1,899 998 2,897 1.6 0.6 65.6 34.4

BUSINESS
1,450 0 1,450 1.2 100.0

GROUP WORKER 6,032 0 6,032 5.0 100.0

NOT STATED 44 0 44 0.0 100.0

TOTAL 120,062 180,360 300,422 100 100 40.0 60.0



The gender distribution highlights significant features in 
occupation. The female employees occupy only 13.6% 
of total employees in informal employment. Within total 
informal employment of women, 47% are employees, 
while about 45% is occupied by own account workers. 
Among men in informal employment, 81.3% are 
employees, while only about 10% are own account 
workers. 

އ�ކ�  13.6% ތ�ރ�އ�ނ�  ގ�  'މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�'  ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�   �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

އ�ކ�   47%  �ތ�ރ�ގ�އ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. 

އ�މ�އ�ލ� ކ�ރ�ނ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�   45% އ�ތ�ރ�   މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�ނ�ވ�. 

ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�  އ�ޅ�   �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�  ގ
ތ�ގ�އ�ވ�.   މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� 

10% އ�ޅ�ނ�   �ގ
ތ�ގ�އ މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�  އ�މ�އ�ލ�  މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.  އ�ކ�   81.3% 

ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�ވ�.1

ފ�ގ� ކ�ގ�އ� ވ�ޒ� �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ތ� �ޙ�އ�ސ�އ�ޔ
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Employment status in 
informal employment
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The Maldivian employees account for 56.1% of total 
female employees in informal employment and only 
17% of male employees. However, among own account 
workers, over 97% of women in informal employment 
and 75% of men are Maldivian.

� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�ގ�އ� ހ�މ�ނ� މ�ވ�އ�ޒ�ފ�ނ�ގ� ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ހ

 އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� %56.1 އ�ވ�. އ�ދ� ދ�ވ�ހ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ� ނ�ސބ�ތ�ކ� 17%

 އ�ވ�. އ�އ� ޚ�ލ�ފ�ށ� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ� އ�މ�އ�ލ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ނ�ގ�

ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�  �ދ�ވ�ހ  �އ�ދ އ�ވ�.   97% ޙ�އ�ސ�ކ�ރ�ނ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�   �ދ�ވ�ހ  ތ�ރ�އ�ނ� 

ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ކ� ގ�ތ�ގ�ނޑ�ކ�ށ� %75 އ�ވ�.1

ފ�ގ� ކ�ގ�އ� ވ�ޒ� �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ތ� �ޔ ޙ�އ�ސ��
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Employment status in 
informal employment

Maldivians and foreigners in informal employment by employment status and gender

EMPLOYMENT STATUS
MALDIVIANS FOREIGNERS SHARE OF MALDIVIANS

FEMALE MALE TOTAL FEMALE MALE TOTAL FEMALE MALE TOTAL

EMPLOYEE 6,771 13,037 19,808 5,294 63,709 69,003 56.1 17.0 22.3

PAID APPRENTICE OR INTERN 180 537 717 42 532 574 81.1 50.2 55.5

328 856 1,184 20 213 233 94.3 80.1 83.6

OWN ACCOUNT WORKER 10,035 6,567 16,602 230 2,286 2,516 97.8 74.2 86.8

OWN ACCOUNT WORKER 1,160 666 1,826 16 57 73 98.6 92.1 96.2

FAMILY BUSINESS 963 446 1,409 25 16 41 97.5 96.5 97.2

GROUP WORKER 608 3,355 3,963 14 2,055 2,069 97.7 62.0 65.7

NOT STATED 5 29 34 2 8 10 71.4 78.4 77.3

TOTAL 20,050 25,493 45,543 5,643 68,876 74,519 78.0 27.0 37.9



At republic level, the average daily work hours in 
informal employment is 8.6 hours. The formal 
employment has a slightly lower daily work duration at 
8.5 hours. 

The women in informal employment spend 6 hours a 
day, which is less than women in formal employment 
spending 7.8 hours.  On the contrary, the men in 
informal employment spend more time at work (9.3 
hours) compared to those in formal employment (8.8 
hours).

ބ�ލ�އ�ރ�، މ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ށ�  ޙ�ރ�ކ�ތ�ތ�ރ�ވ�   �ރ�އ�ޖ�ގ�އ  �މ�ޅ  �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ  ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� 

ރ�ސ�މ� އ�ހ�ނ�ނ�މ�ވ�ސ�،  ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�.  އ�ރ�   �ގ�ޑ  8.6 ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ�   � މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ

 .މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ހ�ދ� ކ�ރ�ނ� 8.5 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ�ވ�.1

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 6 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ރ� ރ�ސ�މ�

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 7.8 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ�ވ�. އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ނ�އ� ޚ�ލ�ފ�ށ�

� ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ގ�ނ� ވ�ގ�ތ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�. ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ

 ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 9.3 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ�ވ�. އ�ދ� ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�

ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 8.8 ގ�ޑ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�.1

ގ�ތ� �ކ�ގ�އ� ވ �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ވ�ރ� ވ� މ�ނ� �ހ�ދ
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In Maale, women in informal employment spend 7 
hours a day, while women in atolls spend 5.3 hours. 
Unexpectedly, the men in both Maale and atolls spend 
exactly 9.3 hours a day.

A wider variation can be seen between Maldivians and 
foreigners in Maale and atolls. In Maale, Maldivian 
women spend 5.9 hours a day, while in atolls it is 4.9 
hours. Foreign women in Maale spend 8.9 hours while 
in atolls foreign women spend 8.6 hours. The foreign 
male workers in Maale and atolls as well as Maldivian 
men in atolls spend between 9.2 to 9.5 hours a day.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� މ�ލ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 7 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�

�މ�ލ�އ�އ ގ�ޑ�ގ�އ�ވ�.   5.3 ކ�ރ�ނ�  މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�  އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ�   �އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ރ�ގ�އ  ކ�ރ�އ�ރ�، 

ގ�ޑ�އ�ރ�  9.3 ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ�  ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�   �މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ ނ�ރ�ސ�މ�   އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ�ވ�ސ�، 

ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�.1

 ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ނ�އ� ބ�ދ�ސ�ނ�ގ� މ�ދ�ގ�އ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ� ގ�ޑ�ގ� ފ�ރ�ޤ� އ�ތ�ރ�ށ� ފ�ހ�ގ�ކ�ރ�ވ�އ�ވ�.

 މ�ލ�ގ�އ� ދ�ވ�ހ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 5.9 ގ�ޑ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ރ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�ނ� 4.9

 ގ�ޑ�އ�ވ�. ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ބ�ދ�ސ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 8.9 ގ�ޑ� އ�ރ�

 މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ� ކ�ރ�އ�ރ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ބ�ދ�ސ� އ�ނ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�ނ� 8.6 ގ�ޑ�އ�ރ�ވ�.

 ނ�ރ�ސ�މ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� މ�ލ�އ�އ� އ�ތ
ޅ�ތ�ކ�ގ�އ� އ�ޅ� ދ�ވ�ހ�ނ�ނ�އ� ބ�ދ�ސ� ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ�ގ�

 ފ�ރ�ގ�ވ�ސ� ނ�ސ�ބ�ތ�ނ� ކ�ޑ�އ�ވ�. ފ�ރ�ހ�ނ�ނ� ދ�ވ�ލ�ކ� 9.2 އ�އ� 9.5 ގ�ޑ�އ�އ� ދ�ތ�ރ�ގ�

ވ�ގ�ތ� މ�ސ�އ�ކ�ތ�ގ�އ� ހ�ދ�ކ�ރ�އ�ވ�.1

ގ�ތ� �ކ�ގ�އ� ވ �އ�ކ�ތ�ތ �މ� މ�ސ ސ� �ރ  ނ�
ވ�ރ� ވ� މ�ނ� �ހ�ދ

In-depth analysis of informality and informal employment in the Maldives: Summary
Census 2022

Work hours in informal 
employment

Average work hours in informal and formal employment in Maale and atolls

SEX
INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT FORMAL EMPLOYMENT

MAALE ATOLL TOTAL MAALE ATOLL TOTAL

FEMALE 7.0 5.3 6.0 8.1 7.5 7.8

MALE 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.1 8.6 8.8

TOTAL 8.8 8.4 8.6 8.7 8.4 8.5

AVERAGE DAILY WORK HOURS IN INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT
BETWEEN MALE' AND ATOLLS BY GENDER
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