
Household Characteristics
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Households in Maldives
Republic

Atolls Maale

94,424 

51,853 42,571
55% 45%

Household Head

Type of Living 
Quarters

Average 
Household Size

Boats, buildings not 
originally intended 
for habitation and 
housing units

Based on Census 2022, the Republic of Maldives 
comprises 94,424 households. Maale* has the 
highest concentration, accounting for 45 
percent, which is 42,571 households. 

Average household size represent the average 
number of individuals who live together in a 
single household.

In the Republic, average household size for all 
households residing in house/flats/apartments 
stands at 4.7 persons per household. 

2%

87%

Houses, flats, 
or apartments

Houses/flats/apartments

Houses/flats/apartments

Percentage of Population have access to drinking water

Collective 
living quarters

Atolls - Administrative 
islands

Maale

Female-headed 
households 

Bottled water 

Male-headed 
households 

Republic

11%

45%

40%

50%

55%

60%

50%

Housing Quality

Plastered 
brick walls

households have 
separate kitchen 
facility

Tiles used as the primary choice for 
flooring

Preference for galvanized tin sheets for 
roofing

The Republic (Maale & admin island): 
Houses/flats/apartments

The Republic

97%

77%

60%

Drinking Water Kitchen Availability

Republic

Republic

49%

Have access to 
treated or safe 
water

76%
Maale

Have universal 
access to treated 
or safe water

100%
Have access to 
treated or safe 
water

59%

Bottled water 

Maale

72% Rainwater 
tanks in 
household 
compounds 

Admin & Non-admin
islands

Admin & Non-admin
islands

41% 53%
have kitchens 
integrated with a 
sitting room

44%

have cooking 
facility within the 
bedroom

2%
do not use 
any kitchen 
facility

1%Safe 
Drinking 
Water

4.7
Republic

Atolls

Maale
4.5

4.8
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Waste Management
Households

Home Ownership
Houses/flats/apartments

Republic
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Republic Maale Administrative islands
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Garbage collection 
(WAMCO or Island 
Council)

78%
Garbage compounds 
or designated waste 
disposal sites

20%

Admin & Non-admin islands

opt for garbage 
collection

Exclusively 
managed by 
WAMCO 

60%

of households own 
their residential units59%
of households rent 
their residential units27%

of households own 
their residential units31%
of households rent 
their residential units49%

of households own 
their residential units83%
of households rent 
their residential units8%of households have housing 

arrangements other than 
ownership or renting

14%

Use garbage 
compounds

37%

Maale

of households have toilets connected to the 
sewerage system

80%

every household is equipped with toilets 
connected to the sewerage system

100%

Have toilets connected to the sewerage 
system64%
Relies on septic tanks29%
have toilets connected directly to the sea7%

Sewerage Management
Households

Average Monthly Rent
Houses/flats/apartments

Overcrowding
Houses/flats/apartments

Republic

MVR

12,614
Maale

MVR

14,364 
Administrative islands

MVR

4,000

of households 
are overcrowded

Republic

6%
of households 
are overcrowded

Maale

8%
of households 
are overcrowded

Administrative islands

4%
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