Disability in the Maldives:

An analysis from Census 2022
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Chapter 1: Defining disability

(For Maldivian population 5

years & above)




Disability Is -----

A WG Group short set (WG SS) has been used

In Census 2022 to measure disability.

A This measure has been used for the purpose
of reporting and generating internationally

comparable data on disability

A A person with disability has been defined as :

Disability is defined using the Washington Group (WG) Short Set on Functioning (WG-SS)
questions and following the methodology proposed by WG for analyzing disability.

‘If a person has reported having a lot of difficulty or cannot do it at all in any of the six domains
in the WG-SS, that person will be considered as a person with disability

The WG-SS measures disability using the following 6 questions:
Because of a Health problem:

1. Do you have difficulty seeing even if wearing glasses?
. Do you have difficulty hearing even if using a hearing aid?
. Do you have difficulty walking or climbing stairs?
. Do you have difficulty remembering or concentrating?

. Do you have difficulty with (self-care such as) washing all over or dressing?

o O AW N

. Using your usual language, do you have difficulty communicating (for example understanding or
being understood by others)?
The response categories for each of these questions are: ‘No difficultly; Yes- Some difficulty; Yes- a lot of

difficulty; cannot do at all’.

with disability

No difficulty some difficulty A lot of difficulty Cannot do at all

Source: Refer to WG website (https://www.washingtongroup-disability.com) and the WG Primer




Disability by severity

5+ Resident Maldivian population by
severity

55 5C, SEVERITY CATEGORIES
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Chapter 2: Demographic Profile of persons

with disabilities




Demographic profiling

A Prevalence of disability
A Disability by age
A Disability by type of disability
A Disability severity
A Multiple disability
A Migration by disability
g=% A Marriage and child bearing (including child marriage)

g=8 A Ownership of mobile phone




Prevalence of disability in Maldives

A Census showed the prevalence of disability in the Maldives as 6.9%, equating to

nearly 1 in every 10 individuals as with disability

A This corresponds to a total of 24,401 people identified as persons with disabilities

Prevalence of disability in Maldives for population 5 years and above, 2022
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The prevalence of disability in the Maldives was at 6.9%, ( nearly 1 in every 10 individuals as with disability).




Prevalence of disability in Atolls

A Except for 4 Atolls, all the other Atolls has a
prevalence rate that exceeded the national

rates.

A This indicates higher concentration of individuals

with disabilities in these regions.

Prevalence of disability in Atolls
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Prevalence of disability by age group

Age specific disability prevalence

A Prevalence of disability among children
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A With increase in age, the prevalence of

disability increases reaching 36% of the PP
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Prevalence of disability by type of disability

REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLLS
COMMUNICATING
. _ . oons FemALE  MALE SOl FeMAlE mate SO FEMALE  MALE
A Disabilities related to mobility was the

SEEING 9,522 5,224 4,298 2,920 1,605 1,315 6,602 3,619 2,983
mMost common type among men and HEARING 4,081 2,081 2,000 1,096 573 523 2,085 1,508 1,477
WALKING 11,374 6,806 4,568 4,086 2,627 1,459 7,288 44179 3109

women.
REMEMBERING 7253 3,863 3,390 2,452 1,291 1161 4,801 2,572 2,229

A Atolls had the hlg hest share of disability SELFCARE 4,413 2,231 2182 1,560 790 770 2,853 1,441 1,412

1: . COMMUNICATING 4121 1,793 2,328 1,507 652 855 2,614 1141 1,473
related to mobility, with noteworthy
: REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLLS
gender discrepancy TYPES OF
DISABILITY BOTH BOTH BOTH
SEXES FEMALE MALE SEXES FEMALE MALE SEXES FEMALE MALE
A Prevalence Of VISIOnreIated dlfflcultles SEEING 2.7% 3.0% 2.4% 2.0% 21% 1.8% 3.2% 3.7% 2.8%
. L i HEARING 1.2% 1.2% 1.1% 0.7% 0.8% 0.7% 1.5% 1.5% 1.4%
was significant, especially among women
WALKING 3.2% 3.9% 2.5% 27% 3.5% 2.0% 3.6% 4.3% 29%
(and N AtO”S) REMEMBERING 2.1% 2.2% 1.9% 1.6% 1.7% 1.6% 2.4% 26% 2.1%
SELFCARE 1.2% 1.3% 1.2% 1.0% 1.0% 1.0% 1.4% 1.5% 1.3%

COMMUNICATING 1.2% 1.0% 1.3% 1.0% 0.9% 1.2% 1.3% 1.2% 1.4%




Prevalence of disability by type of disability & by age group

A Children faced disability mostly in
Disability by type of disability

seeing, remembering and in
and age group

communication 7 with slight

gender differences 1.5% 1.3%
Children faced Youth (18-35 years)
disability mostly in mostly experienced
A Youth (18-35 years) mostly cesing diffrcuity in coving
experienced difficulty in seeing and
remembering. O 0O 37% O 26%
Adults (36-64 years) Disability in mobility
A . e - have a higher share was highest among
Disability in mobility was the most | ofdisability in elderly
walking

common among elderly. One third
of the elderly women had disability

In mobility.




Disability by severity

A Close to 1 in 5 Maldivians
have a mild disability, 6%

have moderate disability.

A 1% of the population
experience severe
disability

APopul ation wi

disability was more likely

to be living in the Atolls

than in Maale.

e REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLL
Sﬁﬁiﬁgéﬂ“ ng(T;s FEMALE MALE SB&TE';, FEMALE MALE SB&TE% FEMALE MALE
NONE 274,972 131,053 143,919 122,161 60,334 61,827 152,811 70,719 82,092
MILD 53,286 28,810 24,476 18,754 10,387 8,367 34,532 18,423 16,109
MODERATE 19,814 11,198 8,616 6,964 4,037 2,027 12,850 7161 5,689
SEVERE 5,048 2,513 2,535 1,616 825 791 3,432 1,688 1744
e REPUBLIC MAALE ATOLL
SEVERITY
(IN %) S&TE'; FEMALE MALE gg{g FEMALE MALE S&E FEMALE MALE
NONE 78% 76% 80% 82% 80% 84% 75% 72% 78%
MILD 15% 17% 14% 13% 14% 1% 17% 19% 15%
MODERATE 6% 6% 5% 5% 5% 4% 6% 7% 5%
SEVERE 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2%




Multiple disability

A Over one third of persons
with disabilities has two or
more disability types or

multiple disabilities.

A Men showed a higher
likelihood of experiencing

multiple disabilities compared

to women

If a person has more than 1 disability in any domain, that person is considered as having multiple disabilities.
If we look at persons with disabilities, this takes a combination from 1 to 6- with 1 being assigned to a
person having only one type of disability and 6 being disabled in all six domains.




