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Chapter 1: Defining disability

(For Maldivian population 5 

years & above)



Disability is -----

ÅWG Group short set (WG-SS) has been used 

in Census 2022 to measure disability.

ÅThis measure has been used for the purpose 

of reporting and generating internationally 

comparable data on disability

ÅA person with disability has been defined as :



Disability by severity

5+ Resident Maldivian population by 
severity



Chapter 2: Demographic Profile of persons 

with disabilities



Demographic profiling

ÅPrevalence of disability

ÅDisability by age

ÅDisability by type of disability

ÅDisability severity

ÅMultiple disability

ÅMigration by disability

ÅMarriage and child bearing (including child marriage)

ÅOwnership of mobile phone



Prevalence of disability in Maldives

ÅCensus showed the prevalence of disability in the Maldives as 6.9%, equating to 

nearly 1 in every 10 individuals as with disability

ÅThis corresponds to a total of 24,401 people identified as persons with disabilities



Prevalence of disability in Atolls

ÅExcept for 4 Atolls, all the other Atolls has a 

prevalence rate that exceeded the national 

rates.

ÅThis indicates higher concentration of individuals 

with disabilities in these regions.



Prevalence of disability by age group

ÅPrevalence of disability among children 

(3.8%) was higher than youth (18 -35 years).

ÅWith increase in age, the prevalence of 

disability increases reaching 36% of the 

elderly experiencing functional difficulties.



Prevalence of disability by type of disability

ÅDisabilities related to mobility was the 

most common type among men and 

women.

ÅAtolls had the highest share of disability 

related to mobility, with noteworthy 

gender discrepancy

ÅPrevalence of vision-related difficulties 

was significant, especially among women 

(and in Atolls)



Prevalence of disability by type of disability & by age group

ÅChildren faced disability mostly in 

seeing, remembering and in 

communication ï with slight 

gender differences

ÅYouth (18-35 years) mostly 

experienced difficulty in seeing and 

remembering.

ÅDisability in mobility was the most 

common among elderly. One third 

of the elderly women had disability 

in mobility.



Disability by severity

ÅClose to 1 in 5 Maldivians 

have a mild disability, 6% 

have moderate disability.

Å1% of the population 

experience severe 

disability

ÅPopulation with ósevereô 

disability was more likely 

to be living in the Atolls 

than in Maale.



Multiple disability

ÅOver one third of persons 

with disabilities has two or 

more disability types or 

multiple disabilities. 

ÅMen showed a higher 

likelihood of experiencing 

multiple disabilities compared 

to women


