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Usual Resident
Population

Usual residence is defined as the place where a person has
lived for more than one year. Or where a person intends to
live for more than one year or more (is the duration is less
than one year in current residence).

This is different from enumerated population.
Place of enumeration is where the person was present at
census night (CRT)
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Census 2022 reports a total population of 515,132 residents 2355 55 515132 535 Shes a385E 5, RAFESE A3A5.L
in the country. Including foreigners, Maale host a popula- 211908 ~oasmis 2onsh 55225 210053 v5:25 $ims SE3ES
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moving population, expected to be present in Maale, at
any given point in time.

Apart from Maale, K. Atoll has the greatest number of (P22 42677) SA5ERL v gRs SRE 535 Fhep PEERS apny 22
people residing within an atoll (42,677 people). This is 23250 ph Shcsis PREE 2ax8%ila 4 85 43245 4
mostly due to the resorts and industrial islands, and foreign Shses Prfie S3EREGs 43585 $hsp

population (22,864) outnumbered the Maldivian popula-
tion (19,813) within the atoll.
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Usual resident population
overtime- changes between
2014 & 2022

Comparison of census results overtime showed that K. Atoll
had the highest gain in the usual resident population with
an annual growth rate exceeding 5% per year. This growth
was mainly due to the rise in foreign population which
grew by 10.7% per year.

The increase in usual Maldivian population was mostly
witnessed in R. Atoll, recording a growth rate of 2% per
annum.

On the other hand, the highest growth in the usual foreign
population was in Raa Atoll, followed by V Atoll.
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Population usually living
in islands- loss & gain of

[ ]
population
As census is the only source that provides usual resident 356 236
population at the lowest geographical level, it is important
to look at the changes that has taken place in the usual J 640 271

resident population between 2014 & 2022.

: : 201 109
Out of the 186 islands, B. Fendhoo saw the highest growth
in usual resident population. This was followed by V. Thin-
adhoo and B. Fulhadhoo. In almost all the islands the
increase in the growth rate was mainly due to the increase
in foreign population, but at the same time these islands 306 &3 4,508 2,967
also recorded positive growth of the Maldivian population.
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Population usually living
in islands- loss & gain of
population

Among the islands with the lowest growth rate, GA.
Kolamaafushi showed the lowest growth rate, followed by
HA. Thakandhoo. The overall growth rate in these islands
was low mainly due to the negative growth of the Maldivi-
an population.
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Population usually living
in Cities- comparison over
time

Kulhudhuffushi, Fuvahmulah, and Addu City saw an

increase in its population between 2014 & 2022. Out of the
3 cities, Kulhudhuffushi City displayed the highest growth in

HDh. Kulhudhuffushi
Usual Resident

Population
its usual resident population overtime. This was mainly due
to the increase in the foreign population living in the city. S
. . . AN
The growth of the Maldivian population was remarkable in
Kulhudhuffushi City, compared to Fuvahmulah and Addu ~
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Resident population
living in Maale by ward

The population living in Maale has been increasing since
2014. Over the last 7 years, Maale experienced a 4% annual
growth in its usual resident population. This is mainly due
to the increase in the foreign population which saw an
annual growth of 9%.

Population living in the four wards of Maale (Henveiry,
Galolhu, Machchangoalhi and Maafannu) had a slight
increase in usual residents, driven by a rise in the foreign
population while the resident Maldivian population
declined. Similarly, there has been a decrease in the popu-
lation living in Villimale over the years, primarily attributed
to the reduction in the Maldivian population residing in
Villimale.

The most remarkable demographic shift was observed in
Hulhumale, where the population experienced a substan-
tial increase. Hulhumale recorded the highest annual
growth rate at 17% with Maldivians living in the area
increasing by 16% annually and the foreign population saw
a growth rate exceeding 20%. Such a drastic increase in the
Hulhumale is mainly due to the social housing given by
government, especially with people starting to live in Hiyaa
flat one year before the conduct of census 2022. This phe-
nomenon is a significant factor contributing to the decline
in the Maldivian population within other wards of Maale.
Additionally, the thriving real estate business has attracted
many individuals to choose Hulhumale as their place of
usual residence
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Registered population by
place of usual residence

Place of registration is the island where each Maldivian is
registered. Upon birth, Maldivians are mandated by law to
register in a house.

The results revealed that more than 50% of the population
that is registered in each Atoll also lived within the Atoll.
However, it is important to note that a significant propor-
tion of the registered population lived in Maale.
Compared to registered population in each Atoll, the share
of registered population living in Maale was more from GA
& GDh Atoll. Two in every 5 people registered in these
atolls was living in Maale. This was followed by people
moving from Th. Atoll to Maale.

The share of population registered and living within the
same atoll was higher in central atolls (K, AA & ADh) com-
pared to other atolls.

Registered and living in the Atoll of registration
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Registered Island and usual
residence

Apart from looking at atoll of registration, it is equally
important to look at where the registered population of
each island is residing. This information is also made avail-
able in census and important to decipher at island level.

Islands with most of their registered population living in
these islands were mostly located in the central region,
where tourism flourishes and is within close proximity to
Maale.

Apart from central islands, islands in Laamu atoll had the
potential to retain its registered population in the island.
Kulhudhuffushi was the only city, which has more than 80%
of its registered population living in the city.
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Usual residents in Maale
by place of registration

Since more than half of the population living in Maale is
registered elsewhere, it is important to look at the detail
breakdown of their place of registration. Among those
living in Maale, majority was from most populous atolls
such as Addu City, GDh and HA Atoll. Addu city accounted
to 6% of the population living in Maale.
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Usual residents in Maale by
island of registration

Apart from those registered in Maale, people from Hithad-
hoo Avah constitute the largest group living in Maale (in
absolute numbers). In general, most of the people living in
Maale was from most populous islands. In absolute num-
bers, Southern atolls contributed to most residents in
Maale.

Secondly, the table also indicates, the share of registered
population from these islands that resides in Maale. Close
to 1in every 4 persons registered in these islands were
living in Maale. In particular, even though 1773 people from
Hulhudhoo Avah lived in Maale, it accounted to almost half
of their registered population living in Maale.

oxso ®® 0 ~s0 o
PVINA {od 8)‘20—'91

s P22 > 03 20 2 e 2 P o > z - c > oo - ez
ASS@A SAKS FVOINA ASPIO APNF IO PAFIRY APr—SK< NSO
s Tz g - - - z -7 - z z -

co ¢ s > 2, O0rrX 02 ¢ccec o> 2, 2o - coc¢c o0c¢

PN AS IO RKAFP SRS IS SIS rPA SPs A, 2,00 S

- - z s 2

2 - o >, [3 ¢ > o o - cocr ¢ 02 o
HKAFP PRI S SPA PAFINY AKPIS K SASSK DIV A2
g rd z e z d P
2 - o ¢ ¢ ¢c o >
va | Foxe sAo
-

z

< > z o > [l 222 >
Sarss a5r> o> 1773 5255 sss
- z

Registered
populaion

2,509

7,169

15,267

3,097

5,122

Population Movement & Migration Dynamics: Summary

Census 2022

3,341

4,725

5,668

2,938

12,319



Usual residents in J3-HA 3,;;;}; ,‘.’.3:
non-admin islands by ,;;.:,9; ‘.::
place of registration ©

About 4% of the resident Maldivian population usually

resided in non- Admin islands, often driven by employ- el s Lo SRS A35Eas 4% 5s535 Lis $hes 3852
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atoll. Addu City stood out with 88% of individuals working
within atoll, while being registered in the city and indicates
a high degree of community employment. 5335 30% s285% SRZ;ERELILG GA3EAE A2 pElgs

z ” 0 g o o¢ o € 23, ¢ 2 z - - 2o c ¢ -~
AVLPVAI—D2 ASFAFSA 22N S5PAAN RAAI®R ;AP £AA *PASLOS
- - Zz - z

In contrast, K, AA & ADh where a significant number of
resorts are located, a distinct trend emerged. Majority of ’
the Maldivians employed in non-administrative islands
were registered in other atolls. This pattern suggests a
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Migration in Maldives

Census captured information with regard to migration
among Maldivians.
Migrant:

‘If a person has resided in a place (island/country) other
than their usual residence for one year or more’ he/she
is considered as a migrant.

Those who have never moved from their place of usual
residence is considered as non-migrant

Census captures the most recent migration of a person;
i.e, if a person has migrated for more than once, infor-
mation with regard to their most recent migration is
collected.
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Migrants among SRE5E, Ba55 55,504
e o 4 g
Maldivians ~2s
S

Census showed that close to half of the Maldivian popula-

tion were migrants. More than half of the population in R34 32 455 5535 L5 $hns a3E5E RAT 235 Zor 33259
Maale were migrants with female predominant as $5525 5455855, (46%) vass Z2RZ
migrants towards Maale. In administrative islands, one in

every 3 person was a migrant and no gender difference LSS5 un SAS2. SL52EZL. uh 54% .23 Lhes L343
Was observed among migrants. S5SA2IZT SiRe RRERG 435 R2; Pa5SERE.
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Migrants among
Maldivian- internal and
international migrants

For the 174,314 migrants, further insight is generated to
determine their place of previous residence. This helps to
determine whether a Maldivian has moved within the
country or have crossed international borders.

Internal migration is characterized by migration within the
country, from one island to another. International migra-
tion among Maldivians pertains to the relocation of the
population to the Maldives by crossing international bor-
ders.

Migration among Maldivians was mostly within the coun-
try, 87% of the migration was due to internal migration.
Out of the total migrations, 12% of the migrants were
considered international migrants, as they previously lived
abroad.

Internal migration was more prevalent among females,
whereas international migration was more among men.
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Duration in current
residence- flow of
internal migration

Information collected on the duration in current residence
allows us to determine most recent migrants and flow of
migration towards Maale and Atolls. Those whose dura-
tion in current residence is less than one year has been
considered as recent migrants.

A total of 16,673 people migrated less than one year ago.
Maale received 6484 migrants as most recent migrants
(less than 1 year). Maale saw an increase in migrants
between 2021 and 2022. Compared to 2021, an addition
of 1168 people moved to Maale. Maale has been gaining
migrants compare to administrative islands. This also
gives a crude estimation of migration to Maale, where
Maale can expect to received 6400 migrants annually.
This also implies Maale can expect to receive 18 migrants
per day. More women migrated to Maale compared to
men.

Administrative islands received 6761 people as migrants
in less than one year’s time. A total of 3428 migrants
moved to non-admin islands within one year. Within the
last 11 months, more men moved to Admin islands com-
pared to women.

On the other hand, migrants stayed back in their destina-
tion for a longer period in Maale than in the administra-
tive islands. Maale had more than 28,000 migrants who
have lived in the city for more than 15 years.
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Why do Maldivians
migrate?

Within the Maldives, internal migration is a common phe-
nomenon, driven by a combination of push and pull
factors.

At national level, education and employment were the
main drivers of migration. This was followed by family
migration to live with family and those moving back as
return migrants.

Till date, most of the migration towards Maale was
primarily for education. AlImost 1in 3 migrants came to
Maale for education. This was followed by family migra-
tion to live with family (14%). When family migrates, this
leads to dependents such as children/spouse and relative
migrating with them. As a result of this, the dependents
move to live with family. Only 14% of the migrants to
Maale cited employment opportunities as their primary
motivation.

Migration towards admin island was mainly as return
migrants. Almost 1 in 3 people migrated back to their
islands as return migrants. Migration to atolls, on the
other hand, was marked by a significant number of
people moving to reside with family members. While
education remained as the main reason for migration to
Maale, only 4% migrated to and within atolls for educa-
tion.
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Drivers of migration- past Sr2Sl 223, Rss
g &
and present 2% 3%

Information on the duration spent in current residence allows to
reflect on the changes in the flow of migrants by purpose.

Over the past seven years, there has been a notable shift in the
reasons that prompted migration among Maldivians. Seven years S
ago, the primary motivation for migration among Maldivian was
family migration (22%), education (19%) and return migration (17%)
and take up new jobs (16%). The paradigm has shifted in its shares

when it comes to migration in recent years (migration that has taken phFan LEELEE L Fad pasSPRE. Alois 3P4 a3 Faxl A25
place less than 1year). >
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At present, employment stood as the primary driver for migration, (16%) 52252 5¢7 22 (17%)
with one in every three migrants (34%) relocating for job opportuni-
ties. Subsequently, family migration (19%) and education (14%)
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Over the years, migration for employment has increased dominantly
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Migration pattern of men and women differs. Employ-
ment becomes the driving factor among men for migra-
tion. In the past (7 years ago), one in every five men
migrated for employment while at present, more than

half of the men migrated for migration (50%).
For women, migration was driven by necessity rather than

by choice. In the past (7 years back), one in every 5
women migrated due to family migration and to live with
family. This trend persists today, as 27% of the women
migrated for the same cause. At present, the share of
women migrating for education was more compared to
men. Noticeable increase has been seen in the share of

gration- past and present
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other hand, women migrating for health reasons has

women migrating for employment over time. On the
increased and should not be ignored.
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Usual residents in Maale by

island of registration

Apart from those registered in Maale, people from Hithad-
hoo Avah constitute the largest group living in Maale (in
absolute numbers). In general, most of the people living in
Maale was from most populous islands. In absolute num-
bers, Southern atolls contributed to most residents in
Maale.

Secondly, the table also indicates, the share of registered
population from these islands that resides in Maale. Close
to 1in every 4 persons registered in these islands were
living in Maale. In particular, even though 1773 people from
Hulhudhoo Avah lived in Maale, it accounted to almost half
of their registered population living in Maale.
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Movement within Maale i SRa Alia S5 553

wards (not due to 0™ 093, EIPY R IYY.
V J o vavxef) ’OIr® 9@
[ J [ J

migration) 5343
HPSPS

In this regard, for the first time, census incorporated a w33A5.8 23355 2235 555 R23a5%5 353 2RFSY AR 23253
question to capture the movement within Maale, one year Gihsp Anl 225 55 55 583 Shms EEZRS 4553 AATs SASATAS
prior to the census. This question was included specially to B oc 2swr <3

measure the population’s movement towards Hulhumaale,

considering the government’s allocation of numerous .
social housing flats given in this ward. Although this does
not fall within the realm of migration as defined, it is also
important to glance at the frequency of the movement
within the capital city. -rc
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When it comes to four wards of Maale, 97% was residing in
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the same place one year prior to census, indicating, only a MSsdd it et 2 z

few people moved to 4 wards of Maale. Among people 253552 ESRab 22235 G RRD2 63% ipE5 Fhnp o33332
residing in Villimale, 93% did not move their residence 25350z 253255 4 535 Fub pRRZ 259 ph SRRZ; Alins
while 3% of them resided in an island one year ago and 3% P3hss a355E BSE0E 2pl wREZs A%ps AR 5258 253322
of the lived in Maale before moving to Villimale. Sl 2
Hulhumale recorded highest internal movement within city. SaFsSSh a3S5 S235 225 ] Spp FA33E2 pARisS Ralers
Only 63% of the population lived in Hulhumale even one SEEZp Rakik S praiiias

year before. And about 25% of them (one in every 4
person) used to live in the 4 wards of Maale before moving
to Hulhumale. This implied that the additional settlers in
Hulhumale mostly came from the 4 wards of Maale (25%)
while at the same time 4% of them came from other
islands. Overall, Hulhumale gained more people and
movement was more frequent in Hulhumale compared to
4 wards of Maale and Villingili.
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Foreign migrants by ;,,:: ,..,,,. ,4,,, ,,;,‘;;}
S
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nationality 220 2.
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Census showed that a total of 515,132 people live in the

country. This includes 382,639 Maldivians and 132,493 SasfSz 55 515132 vap35 $hpp 45E5E 5, RAT 245 R323.C

foreigners. Approximately 26% of the population was 4 55% 5525 Shep 43855 SSSefe 132493 a35i5s 382639

foreigners. Or for every 3 Maldivians, there was one 255 e $225 25 2014 42 (26%) 5ih—fie w4 ] Sakb S22

foreigner in the country. 555 Zia 13555 X335 45 (63637)

c e ez

B 50535 /;;/v: /"))vv‘,‘ 40% };,,, —se

This marked a significant increase in the number of

foreigners living in the Maldives from 2014, which recorded Ceise s o o o o oo
NS SC SIARIX /“fi/’-/‘f //l/‘//‘/
63,637 foreigners as living in the country.
Close to 40% of the foreign population lived in Maale and cior oo eoe s e e e ws oo
the remaining population was distributed across the atolls, .. " PR o
z 2 1 roxe sr—ise 4 5 527 (56%)

including non-administrative islands.

More than half of the foreign population consist of Bangla-
deshi’s. One in every 4 foreigners in the country was from
India. About 9% of the foreigners was from Sri Lanka.

132,493 ﬁ 79,694 52,799

74,815 ® 32,971 11,338
]
5,123 - 2,301 1,723
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Foreigners by gender
and age

About 89% of the foreign workers in the country was men
(117,432 men) which gives a sex ratio of about 780 men for
every 100 women.

Foreign workforce in the country was within the working
age group and foreign men outnumbered Maldivian in the
prime age of working. Foreigners exceeded Maldivians
from the age group 25-29 years to 35-39 years. In the age
band of 25-29 years, 10,000 more foreigners were in the
country than Maldivians. In the age band of 30-34 years,
foreign men surpassed Maldivian men by 7000 workers.

A significant proportion of foreign male continued to work
in the country in their late 40's and fifties, while only a few
foreign women worked in the country beyond 45 years.
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Distribution of foreign 0si>xsr ¢ % e
population across atolls ox o° .,

Foreign population is unevenly distributed across the
countries. More foreign workers tend to reside in Atolls
(including admin and non-admin islands) where more eco- ’
nomic activities were carried out. The highest number of z
foreign workers was found in K. Atoll, where many of the i
tourist resorts are located and infrastructure projects are S
being carried out. This was followed by foreigners working

in B Atoll and ADh Atoll.
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Male 1,507 2,152 1,590 3,815 5,077 5,714 | 3,305 | 20,74 2,842 5,113 1,019 1,077 564 2,760 1,089 1,995 2,827 1,725 1,175 4,916
HFemale 223 232 217 566 741 739 640 2,121 393 590 119 146 71 351 170 416 322 217 75 340

Usual resident Atolls (admin &-non admin)
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Foreigners living in 20238 L8 2% =,
[ J [ J ’ ‘ ‘
admin islands ox ¢ . ‘¢

The distribution of foreign population across admin islands e e iee s e e
. . . ./‘7}./),:21 /./: /;r 2,0 ,-r:;/o 059
varied as well. V. Thinadhoo recorded the highest share of

: . . . . s 5 %73 :’;’:’ro—vv _:.;:—‘;s‘v ./;;41:./; S e ;A‘;;;;«_,a .o J./,_;
foreigners. In V. Thinadhoo more foreigners resided in the - e “7 , Lo L LT
. L. R va YA <0 S22 Pt d SIx2 ePAIVS J"’—‘/’ @ PP daar et ¥l
island than Maldivians. Maldivians accounted to one fourth ” g ” - crT LT

. VI P S
of the population. -

Among the top ten islands with highest share of foreign

population, most of the island communities are known for <7 EASLYSLS SULHSS PLISLS £YATTE prEesn AIT
local tourism with expanding guest house business. In such Fope Sxp X &5 a5 ] Fgxe 522 3 3RV 5pe5 ARk
communities, foreigners accounted to more than one third SApSE SSiass

of the usual resident population.

V. Thinadhoo B. Kamadhoo K. Thulusdhoo A.Dh Manadhoo B. Fulhadhoo

A.Dh Dhigurah M. Raimandhoo - V. Thinadhoo S. Feydhoo K. Himmafushi
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Foreigners by duration in W38 - 585 —5e
4 &

Maldives 2505 eks
PHPAD 9 PIAS,
S 22
Census also captured the duration of stay in Maldives for o irgmis i2i03 2 comou _uez o -32s O

foreigners. Most foreigners tend to reside in the country
for 3-4 years. Foreign population living in the country for
more than 4 reduces and showed sign of returning back to ' ’ -
home countries.

P53 Rades S84 43883 2252 > g S
Table also showed the duration of stay in Maldives by FRAS B2p Bhnp g3E5R SRARSRL; 25355 45 55225 43
different nationalities. As Bangladeshi's were in majority, £5 BERZG D] pEA Faka SRE 53R A2y FiFa 2AACEES
they stayed for longer, for 3-4 years and showed a gradual FREAZ 2 SASACIZS REAS R2554 L3357 FLRAAZ ip A5554
decline in the years stayed beyond that. Indians tend to PUF SASACILS RESApg 25385 A2z FaFa ph SRypy PRI
stay in the country for 1-2 years and showed a steep AEFR33A5 ZFRRAGE R25 84 a5E55 Rls Res Aase FRAZS
decline after 3 years of stay in the country. This pattern was ShnpRiss

similar among Sri Lankans, Filipinos, Indonesians. Nepalese
tend to stay in the country for less than one year and slowly
moves to other country or returns home.

o MG
— -

Total 32,971 Total 11,338 Total 74,815 Total 1,723 Total 2,301 Total 4,222

0: 12,909 0: 2,508 0: 6,504 0: 301 0: 806 0: 1,270

g 1-2: 9,139 1-2: 2,765 1-2: 8,337 1-2: 442 1-2: 801 1-2: 1,112
E 3-4: 3,351 3-4: 2,108 3-4: 19,812 3-4: 366 3-4: 327 3-4: 805
£ 5-6: 2,191 5-6: 1,189 5-6: 15,660 5-6: 236 5-6: 146 5-6: 412
-g 7-8: 1,235 7-8: 688 7-8: 10,280 7-8: 139 7-8: 89 7-8: 181
g 9-10: 1,053 9-10: 561 9-10: 5,147 9-10: 94 9-10: 46 9-10: 122
10+: 3,093 10+: 1,519 10+: 9,075 10+: 145 10+: 86 10+: 320
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