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INQUIRIES 

THE ALL GROUPS CPI 

 The Consumer Price Index for all groups CPI fell by –1.37% in 2020, compared to 

the rose of +0.22% in 2019. 

 The index for all items excluding fish fell by –1.55% in 2020 compared to the in-

crease +0.48% in 2019.  

 The index for food and non-alcoholic beverages (excluding fish) rose by +2.76% in 

2020, compared to fall of –0.12% in 2019. 
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Any discrepancies between totals and sum of components in this publication 

are due to rounding. 

 

NBS     National Bureau of Statistics  

CPI     Consumer Price Index 

n.e.c     not elsewhere classified 

F & b. inl fish   Food & non-alcoholic beverages including fish 

A b, t & n                                    Alcoholic beverages, tobacco & narcotics 

C. & f.     Clothing & footwear 

H. w.,e.,g. & o.f   Housing, water, electricity, gas & other fuels 

A, R & T                                     Actual Rentals paid by tenants 

F.,h.e c & F.    Furnishing, household equip, & other floor coverings 

H                                                      Health 

Transp.    Transport 

I & C               Information & Communication 

R, s & C    Recreation, sport & culture 

Educ. S    Education services 

R & A     Restaurants & accommodation services 

I & F s                                         Insurance & financial services 

P, s & m    Personal care, social protection & miscellaneous 

IMF     International Monetary Fund 

 

A consultant from IMF, Mr. Brain Graf assisted in the compilation of the index. 

His assistance was provided to NBS under the auspices of the IMF South Asia 

Regional Training and Technical Assistance Center (SARTTAC). 

Entire process from design to output was carried out with invaluable assistance 

from Ms. Aishath Shahuda, Ms. Sajida Ahmed and Ms. Aishath Hassan . All 

their valuable services  and those involved in price collection, CPI compilation 

and  providing data from the outlets are gratefully acknowledged. The overall 

design of this publication is based on Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 

Consumer Price Index publication. Weights were developed by Mr. Brian Graf 

with the assistance of  Ms. Sajida Ahmed. The data entry setup was developed 

by Ms. Sajida Ahmed and Ms. Azmeela Hassan 

This issue was prepared by Ms. Azmeela Hassan and Ms. Firsha Ahmed. The 

entire process of data validation, compilation and updating has been done in 

close collaboration with all the data providing outlets. Data collection, verifica-

tion and compilation has been carried out by Ms. Aishath Hassan, Ms. Sajida 

Ahmed, Ms. Azmeela Hassan, Mr. Nujoom Hassan, Ms. Firsha Ahmed, Mr. Ali 

Umar, Mr. Vishal Ahmed, Mr. Ahmed Adhuham and Ms. Fathimath Umaina. All 

those involved worked tirelessly to make this publication a reality. We thank all 

the outlets providing data for this work in Male’, Hdh, Gdh, Gn and Addu city. 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX BY SELECTED  MAJOR CATEGORIES OF REPUBLIC 

JANUARY 2019-DECEMBER 2020 

 The index for The Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels group had shown a 

gradual rise from January 2019 to February 2020. However, compared to March 2020 

the whole category had a steep fall in prices in April 2020 by -13.40% 

 

 The main contributors for this fall was due to the decrease in prices in  Actual rentals for 

housing (-5.01%), Water supply and miscellaneous services relating to the dwelling (-

26.49%) and Electricity, gas and other fuels (-33.45%). The reduction in Actual rentals 

was due to temporary relief given in relation to Covid 19 pandemic. In addition to this, the 

reduction in price of Water supply and miscellaneous services relating to the dwelling 

and Electricity, gas was a result of governments decision to give a discount in the bill of 

water (by 30%) and electricity (by 40%) to mitigate the effect of Covid 19. This change 

remained constant till June 2020 and thereafter, when the coved-relief discount rates 

were removed the price  returned to normal rate in July 2020.  

HOUSING, WATER, ELECTRICITY, GAS AND OTHER FUELS 

Consumer Price Index,  Annual 2020, www.statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/ 
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JANUARY 2019-DECEMBER 2020 

Consumer Price Index,  Annual 2020, www.statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/ 

 The index for the  Information and Communication category group illustrated only slight  

movements  from January 2019 to August 2019. Due to improvement in methodology 

from September 2019 onwards,  the index reflected the dynamic nature of prices in infor-

mation and communication. The most significant fall in price was from Feb to  March 

2020 (-8.15%). 

 

 The main contributor to this fall was the decrease in unit price of mobile phone services 

used by consumers (-15.18%) as free data was provided by the telecommunication ser-

vice providers. Gradual changes were reflected throughout 2020 including the slight in-

crease prices in July 2020  (+6.27%) as the free data and Covid 19 relief was discontin-

ued. 

           

 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
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JANUARY 2019-DECEMBER 2020 

Consumer Price Index,  Annual 2020, www.statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/ 

 The index for Transport group category illustrated a gradual increase  from January 2019 

to May 2020. Afterwards, from June 2019 the index started to fall slowly till August 2020. 

And from this point, it again started to rise. The main contributors for the fall was Opera-

tion of personal transport equipment, Purchase of vehicles and Passenger transport ser-

vice.  

 

 The Operation of personal transport equipment had a steep drop in the index and the 

reason for this was the decline of petrol price in March 2020 by –14.01%. The increase 

in passenger transport services by +22.14% in November 2020 is due to the increase in 

international airfare for some destinations. This was due to airlines discontinuing the dis-

count rates for international airfare given due to Covid 19. 

           

 

TRANSPORT 
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JANUARY 2019-DECEMBER 2020 

Consumer Price Index,  Annual 2020, www.statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/ 

 The Tobacco and Aracanut group illustrated a constant index from January 2019 on-

wards until July 2020. However, from July 2020 to August 2020 there was a spike in pric-

es (+24.54%). 

 

 Price of cigarettes under Tobacco group  increased in Aug 2020 by +30.16% due to the 

increase in import duty rates . Moreover in Aug 2020, Raw aracanut price increased  by 

+6.19% due to the difficulty in its availability. Overall the index of Tobacco and Aracanut 

group increased vastly due to the above two mentioned reasons. 

           

 

TOBACCO AND ARACANUT 
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Inflation rate for the Republic declined from +0.22 percent in 2019 to -1.37 percent in 2020, mainly due 

to the decrease in the prices of housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels, Transport group and in-

formation and communication group, due to relief provided in response to  Covid-19 pandemic. 

In 2020, inflation rate in Male’ declined by –1.59 percent due to the Covid-19 pandemic reliefs. Con-

aversely, in 2019 inflation rate was 1.33 percent.   

Inflation rate in Atolls declined from –0.77 percent in 2019 to –0.98 percent in 2020. This was also due to 

the Covid-19 reliefs.  

OVERALL COMPARISON BETWEEN MALE’ & ATOLLS 

All GROUPS INDEX NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGE 2019 to 

2020.   



 

 

ANNUAL CPI, 2019 to 2020 

Consumer Price Index, Annual 2020, www.statisticsmaldives.gov.mv/ 



 

 

MONTHLY CPI, REPUBLIC 2020 
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MONTHLY CPI, MALE’ 2020 
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MONTHLY CPI, ATOLLS 2020 
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