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The Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) represent a global commitment established at the world summits of the 1990’s 
(The United Nations Millennium Declaration). Responding to the world’s main development challenges and to the calls of 
civil society, the MDG’s promote poverty reduction, education, maternal health, gender equality, and aim at combating child 
mortality, AIDS and other diseases.

Eight broad goals were developed to realize the objectives set for the year 2015 in the Declaration. And a number of indicators 
were defined to measure the progress.

Goal 1: Maldives have achieved the goal of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger in the country in relation to the interna-
tional poverty line used for assessing progress towards poverty reduction is $ 1 (PPP).

Goal 2: Maldives has also achieved the goal of achieving universal primary education. Net enrolment ratio for primary level 
education is at 95% in 2009.

Goal 3: There is gender parity at primary level with net enrolment rate of 95.3% for males and 95.8% for females in 2010. 
However for lower secondary level female net enrolment is higher at 86.5% than for males at 81.0% and for higher secondary 
this level is higher for boys with 18.4% than girls with 16.4% net enrolment rate. The share of woman in the labour force is 
37% compared to 20% in 1990 (Census 2006). The percentage share of seats held by women in national parliament in 1990 
was 4% which increased to 12% in 2005 and again dropped to 6.5 as of February 2009. 

Goal 4: Goal to reduce child mortality was achieved in 2005. Under-five mortality was 48 per 1,000 live births in 1990 and it 
came down to 13 per 1,000 live births in 2010. Infant mortality rate was at 34 per 1,000 live births in 1990 and came down to 
11 per 1,000 live births in 2010. Proportion of children immunised against measles is at 98% in 2009. 

Goal 5: The reported Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) for 1990 was 2 per 1,000 live births in 2007. This shows that the Goal 
for improving maternal mortality rate has been achieved already.

Goal 6: The Maldives has a very low prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS. 14 Maldivian cases have been reported after the screening 
was initiated in 1991 of which 3 are currently living (February 2009). Malaria has been eradicated from the country and the 
prevalence of TB is very low.

Goal 7: Maldives is among the most vulnerable to climate change. The Maldives has maintained a very good track record 
in ensuring environmental sustainability. In 19990, more than 79% of the households used firewood for cooking, while this 
decreased to 13.6% in 2006. Access to improved water sources has increased tremendously when rain water was taken as an 
improved water source however; this is low when rain water was excluded. Two third of the population still does not have ac-
cess to improved water source facilities in the Maldives there are no slums and no slum dwellers, however 198 people (June 
2010) out of about 7000 tsunami affected people are still living in temporary shelters.

Goal 8: Official Development Assistance (ODA) volumes received in terms of actual disbursements for 2006 was at 62.8 million 
US$ and 118.3million US$ as of 2010 budget. Debt service ratio for 2006 is at 4.12%, this was at 5.6% as of 2010 budget. The 
World Bank recommendation debt service ratio for less indebted countries is less than 15%.

Five out of eight MDG areas are on track or have been achieved ahead of time. However disturbing gaps remain income in-
equality and increasingly recognized child poverty and disparities, persistent issues around malnutrition of children, lack of 
adequate affordable housing, high youth unemployment, challenges to the environment, water and sanitation, issues around 
child and youth exposure to violence, abuse and neglect including an explosion in drug abuse and sexual violence, and the 
increasing repression of women and girl children. These trends are undermining the excellent MDG progress made in the 
country.

MDG’s - an outlook on the progression of Maldives


