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The Population and Housing Census of Maldives is the largest national statistical exercise and provide the 

most comprehensive source of information on population and households. Maldives has been conducting 

censuses since 1911 with the first modern census conducted in 1977. Censuses were conducted every five 

years since between 1985 and 2000. The 2005 census was delayed to 2006 due to tsunami of 2004, 

leaving a gap of 8 years between the last two censuses. The 2014 marks the 29th census conducted in 

the Maldives.

Census provides a benchmark data for all demographic, economic and social statistics in the country to 

the smallest geographic level. Such information is vital for planning and evidence based decision-making. 

Census also provides a rich source of data for monitoring national and international development goals 

and initiatives. 

Data from various censuses serve as a comparable basis reflecting the achievements of past policies car-

ried out by the government for the benefit of the people. The results of the census will provide essential 

data for decision makers, policy planners, international agencies and the business community in assessing 

the progress of the last few decades and in planning the future spectrum of development. 

I am greatly indebted to the general public for their support and cooperation to the census. I thank each 

and every individual, who responded to the census and made possible this valuable data set. I hope that 

the experienced data users, as well as students and the wider public, will find it useful.   

My acknowledgement and appreciation goes to the hard work of each and every individual who were 

involved and contributed to the census data collection management, processing and dissemination. 

I am grateful to development partners for their generous financial support and the consultants for their 

technical support. 

Finally, the success of this census is attributed to the concerted effort and dedication of the management 

and staff of the National Bureau of Statistics and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them whole-

heartedly.

Abdulla Jihad

Minister of Finance & Treasury

 FOREWORD



6
Fertilit & Nuptiality: CENSUS 2014

National Bureau of Statistics

    INTRODUCTION

The preliminary results of the population and housing census 2014 were released on 5 November 2014. This 

included the population by sex at island level, based on the daily records used during census operation.

This publication presents the final results of the 2014 Population and Housing Census. It contains the information 

on the population by age and sex and households by type, at atoll and island levels.  

Data collected in the census include a wealth of information: population size, age, sex, citizenship, religion, 

migration, education, economic activity, marital status, and housing. Information on the living arrangement of 

children and elderly population was also collected. The detailed reports by various themes will be disseminated 

subsequently. 

The 2014 census is making a substantial change in the population that is included in the census, thereby moving 

closer to the international recommendations for census taking. According to the international recommendations, 

only the population residing in the country should be included in the census. In our past censuses, foreigners 

residing in the Maldives were not included in the census while we include Maldivians residing abroad. The Mal-

divians residing abroad were also included in the 2014 census to enable comparison with previous censuses. 

Census 2014 data introduces the concept of ‘Resident Population’ consisting of Resident Maldivians and Resi-

dent Foreigners, which will form the coverage of future censuses. Due to the numerous difficulties and challenges 

posed in enumerating the foreign population, there is an under coverage of this population, when compared 

with administrative records. 

However, in order to allow comparisons with previous censuses the concept of Maldivian population is also 

used. This includes Maldivians residing in Maldives as well as those residing abroad. It is our intention to exclude 

the non-resident Maldivians from the future censuses. The coverage of Maldivians living abroad is not com-

plete, due to the many challenges posed in their enumeration.

The Maldives Population and Housing Census were carried out from 20 to 30 September 2014 and a total of 

3,588 personnel were involved in the census operation throughout the country. Census covered 188 adminis-

trative islands, 109 resorts and 128 industrial and other islands of the country.

Data Processing of 2014 Census was carried using Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR) and Optical Mark 

Recognition (OMR) method. Data consistency checking and editing has been done using scientific methods 

available, with support from international experts in this field. 
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    INTRODUCTION

Nuptiality and Fertility are one of the most important determinants of population dynamics and growth in a 

country. The census is the main source of information to ascertain the growth of population and its various char-

acteristics at national and local level. These measures pave way for policy makers to formulate related policies 

for socio-economic needs of the population

 

Nuptiality refers to marriage as a demographic phenomenon, including the rate at which it occurs, the char-

acteristics of persons united in marriage, and the dissolution of such unions through separation, divorce, wid-

owhood and annulment (Arthur Haupt and Thomas T.Kane 33). Nuptiality status is one of the basic population 

features generally captured in population censuses and through civil registration systems. Nuptiality or marital 

status is a crucial determinant to perceive the social dynamics and its changes over time. Marriage is one of 

the major determinant of fertility in the Maldives. Proportion of divorce is a key factor for policy formulation of 

social well-being of the nation as the proportion of divorce was significant based on previous censuses.

The 2014 census had a component on Nuptiality with information on, marital status of each individual (15 years 

and above) as; Never married, married, divorced, and widowed.

 

This release will look into the marital status and changes overtime of the age of marriage along with divorce. 

The measures on proportion of marriage and divorces will be determined along with the mean age of mar-

riage for males and females. 

The 2014 census of the Maldives collected information on fertility. Questions on life-time fertility, children ever 

born were asked from all the women 15 years of age and over irrespective of their marital status.  The ques-

tions in the section seek information about lifetime fertility; number of children ever born alive by sex, age of 

mother at the birth of first child. Information was also obtained about the number of children alive at the time of 

census, among the total live births. 

FERTILITY & NUPTIALITY
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Births by sex that occurred during the year preceding the census (20th Sep 2013 to 19th Sep 2014) was 

asked from all women below 50 years of age who ever had a live birth. Number of births and those alive at 

the time of census by sex was also collected from women who gave birth during the past 12 months.

Indicators on fertility reviewed in this chapter are Crude Birth Rate (CBR), General Fertility Rate (GFR), Age 

Specific Fertility (ASF), Total Fertility Rate (TFR) and Gross Reproductive Rate (GRR).

The trend of overtime changes of these important indicators will be discerned by comparing the measures 

with 2006 census.

Marital Status of Resident Maldivian Population

In census 2014, the resident Maldivian population 15 years and above was 244,956, consisting of 123,638 

males and 121,318 females. Figure MR1 shows the resident Maldivian population 15 years above has in-

creased in 2014 (244,956) compared to 2006 (195,056). At each age cohort with the exception of 15-19 

age group, we see that 2014 population is higher than 2006.

In Maldives the legal age at which people can get married is 18 years. But even before a person reach 18 

years, upon request the marriage registrar has the right to give permission for marriage after special consid-

erations from the marriage court. And hence for this reason and also for international comparison information 

on marital status was collected for individuals 15 years and above.
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In Maldives(Table MR1), a quarter of the resident Maldivian population aged 15 and above have never been 

married (25%) and more than half is currently married (63%). People who have been married at one point of 

their life account for 73% including 7% divorced and 3% widowed. From the Figure MR2, the proportion of peo-

ple who had never been married is significantly higher among male population (30%) than the female popu-

lation (20%), while the proportion married is slightly higher among females (61% for male and 64% for female). 

Furthermore the proportion of widowed females (5%) are higher than widowed male (1%). This difference may 

be due to the fact women have less tendency to get remarried after they have lost their partner and also 

because women have a slightly longer life expectancy than men in Maldives.

Marital Status by Sex
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Marital Status by Age 

The marital status varies parallel with age as marriage is highly associated with a person’s age. In Figure MR3 

we can see from the age group 15-17, 95.3% have never been married and 0.6% of are married. Within never 

married population, the highest drop is seen from the age 20-24 to 25-29 (from 57.7% to 18.6% respectively). A 

36.5 percentage point increase is seen in the proportion married within the same age group i.e. from 20-24 at 

36.1% to 25-29 (72.6%). Proportion married stays above 80% in age group 30-59, after which it falls. The pro-

portion divorced as well as widowed is highest at the age 65 and above with 10.1% and 32.2% respectively.

From the Table MR2, the proportion of people never married rapidly decreases as the age increases. Within 

Male population the highest drop is seen from age 20-24 to 25-29 (from 74.6% to 27.1% respectively). Con-

currently among males we can see that the highest increase in the married population is within the same age 

group i.e. 20-24 to 25-29 (from 20.4% to 64.8%). Unlike males, a higher proportion of females tend to marry at 

an earlier age. As such the highest increase in the married population of females is from age 18-19 (10.5%) to 

20-24(52.5%), an increase of 42% points. Legally the marital age in Maldives is 18, but even though small (0.5% 

Male and 0.7% female), there is still a discernible proportion of married population below this age.
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The proportion of never married population at age 50-54 age group is 2.6% for males and 1.6% females. At 

65 of age and above the proportion of married population for males is very much higher (70.8%) when com-

pared to females (37.6%)

Within all age groups the proportion of persons divorced is higher among females and after the age group 35-

39 the percentage of divorced population among females are substantially higher than the male population.

Irrespective of sex, the age structure shows that the widowhood increases with age and is more prominent 

among females. It is striking to see that percentage widowed for age 65 plus is only 16% for men while it is at 

50.4% for women. (Table MR2 and Figure MR5).

From Figure MR4, a comparison is done for never married and married status of 2014 with 2006 gender wise, 

it shows that the proportion never married is at the peak in age group 20-24 for males in 2006 as well as 

2014. Among males from age 25 onwards, there is similar pattern among the proportion never married from 

2006 and 2014. Among females age 15-17, the proportion never married in 2014 are 16 percentage points 

higher than proportion of females never married in 2006. But from age group 18-19 onwards till age group 

25-29, proportion of females never married in 2006 is higher than 2014. 

Among males married, the widest gap between 2014 and 2006 is seen in the age group 25-29 (3 percent-

age point higher in 2014 than 2006). On contrary among married females, the widest gap is seen in the age 

group 20-24 and that also 2006 is 3 percentage point higher than 2014.
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Marital Status by Locality 

Figure MR6 represents the marital status of the population for Male’ and Atolls. At the locality level of the res-

ident Maldivian population, the proportion who have never been married are greater for both males as well 

as females in Male’ (33% Males and 26% Females) compared to the Atolls (28% Males and 17% females). But 

we see a different pattern in married population where, the proportion of married people are higher in the 

Atolls (62% Males and 69% females) than Male’ (59% Males and 59% Females).

 The divorced males are proportionately same in Male’ and Atolls (5%), whereas the percentage of females 

divorced in Male (10%) is higher than Atolls (8%). The widowed population is higher for females in Atolls (6%) 

than widowed females in Male’ (4%). Similarly the proportion of Males widowed in Atolls (2%), is 1% higher than 

the widowed Male population of Male’ (1%).

At the Atolls level for the resident Maldivian population, (Figure MR7) we can see that most people are mar-

ried in all the Atolls. It is most pronounced in the Meemu Atoll (M) where 70.9% of the population in Meemu 

Atoll (M) are married. At the Atolls level the next major group is the never married population followed by the 

divorced population. Proportionately Kaafu Atoll (K) (27.5%) has the highest never married population and 

Gnaviyani (GN) and Seenu (S) Atoll has the highest proportion of divorced population (9.6%). On average the 

proportion of widowed population account for 3.9% across the atolls. Proportionately Kaafu Atoll (K) has the 

lowest widowed population with 1.6%. 
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Changes in Marital status from 2006 to 2014  

From 2006 to 2014, there is no significant change among Males who have never married (from 29.6% to 

30.2% for males but in the period under consideration there is an increase of 1.2% in the proportion of females 

who have never married (from 19.2% to 20.4% percentage points). Not much change is seen in the married 

female population between 2006 and 2014 but among men there is a 1.4 percentage point increase in the 

married population from 59.5% in 2006 to 60.9% in 2014. Approximately there is 1 percentage point increase 

in the divorced population in 2014 in comparison with the divorced population of 2006 among both Males 

and Females. There is a 0.6 percentage point fall in in the widowed population from 2006 to 2014 for both 

Males and Females. (Figure MR8)

Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM)  

The Singulate Mean Age at First Marriage (SMAM) is defined as the average number of years lived in the 

single state by those who marry before age 50 (Hajnal, 1953). Age at first marriage is important as it usually 

sets the lower limit for child bearing which in turn effect the fertility of a population. A population with a lower 

SMAM, will have a tendency to have a higher fertility. When calculating SMAM we have used ages 15 years 

and above and not included age group 10-14 in the calculation of SMAM. Hence, the current SMAM results 

will not be comparable with the 2006 census analytical report.
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Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) by Loacality

At the Republic level, the Mean Age at Marriage is higher for males (25.8 years) when compared with females 

(22.5 years). Same trend is seen in Male’ and Atolls where the males have a higher SMAM than females. We 

can see that men tend to delay marriage in Maldives at all levels (Republic, Male’ and Atolls level).The results 

show that on average males living in Male’ get married 2.7 years later than females and  men in atolls marry 

3.9 years later than women in Atolls ( Figure MR9)

At Atolls level (Figure MR10), the Mean Age at Marriage is higher for males than females for all the Atolls. The 

lowest Mean Age at Marriage is among females in Alif Alif Atoll (AA) (19.7 years) followed by females in Thaa 

Atoll (TH) (20.8 years). With a difference of 5.6 years, the largest gap is also seen in Alif Alif Atoll(AA) among 

males (25.3 years) and females (19.7 years). In Seenu Atoll (S), males on average tend to get married at 27 

years of age while females on average marry at 22.3 years of age. Seenu Atoll (S) has the highest Mean Age 

at Marriage among atolls for males as well as females. 
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Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) by Loacality

From 2006 to 2014 there is a slight decrease in Mean Age at Marriage for males from 26.3 years to 25.8 

years, approximately 5 months difference. Between the two census periods 2006 & 2014, the Mean Age at 

Marriage remain the same for females (22.5 years) (Figure MR11). 
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Living Arrangement of the Spouse

Living arrangement of the married population was identified in the census 2014 to show the vulnerability and 

social aspect of the households. This is a new question put in the census 2014. The question was, “Does your 

spouse live in the same household or in a different island?”. The responses provided were, “in the same house-

hold”, “in the same island but different household”, “spouse lives abroad” and “spouse lives in another island 

of Maldives”.

Figure MR12 shows that a significant population, almost 80% of the households of the married couples live in 

the same household. The next major group is where the spouse lives in another island (16%). This may be due 

to the fact that the spouse is attaining job in another island. 1.4% of the married population lives in the same 

island but in different households and only 0.8% spouse’s lives abroad.
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Ever Married Population by number of people married 

From the ever married population, most have been married only to one person (69%). Also from Figure MR13 

we can see that there is 17% who have married to two persons while 6% have married to four or more people.

Table MR3 shows that as a person ages they tend to marry more people. More than 80% of the people below 

the age 20 have married only one person and 1% only within this age group married two persons. No one 

below age 20 married more than two persons. Proportionately a high percent (16%) have a response of “not 

stated” in this age group (below 20 years).

As the age increases the persons who have married more than two persons have increased at an increasing 

rate. And at the age 50 years and above 17% of people have married four or more people and 15% have 

married three people. 
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Ever married population by number of times married 

Number of times married may include marriage to the same person more than one time. Since Maldives is a 

Muslim country, people are allowed to re-marry their spouse 3 times in a row after getting divorced but can 

only marry the same spouse the 4th time after they marry another person. 

Figure MR14 shows that quiet a large number has married only one time (59%). The proportion who married 

four and more times are almost half the percentage (11%) of those who have married two times (20%). 

Figure MR15 shows more than 80% of age below 20 and 20-29 have married only once. A quarter of people 

age 40-49 have married twice and 22% of this group have married more than two times. At the age 50 and 

above there is a substantial percent (31%) who have married more than four times.
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Marital Status of Resident Foreign Populationed 

The marital status of the resident foreign population was also collected in the census 2014. Resident foreign 

population enumerated in census 2014 were 55,191 males and 7,311 females. 

From table MR4 it is evident that the proportion of the resident foreign population who are married (58%) 

are higher than the proportion who have never been married (38%). Only 1 percent of the resident foreign 

population are divorced. 

Gender wise, the proportion of males who have never been married (38.6%) are higher than females (32.2%). 

Also men who are married (58.5%) is proportionately higher than females (56.9%). In contrast the proportion of 

females divorced (4.2%) is much higher than males (0.3%). In the same note we can see that the proportion of 

females widowed (3.2%) is significantly higher than males (0.1%).
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Living Arrangement of the Resident Foreign Population 

Living arrangement of the married foreign population is shown in Figure MR16. Majority of the spouses of the 

foreign resident population are living abroad (76.4 %) while comparatively a small proportion is living in the 

same household (10.2 %). Even though the married couple are living in the Maldives, 5.6% of the spouses are 

not living in the same island. On the other hand even if they are living in the same island, 0.9% of the spouses 

are living in a different household.
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    Crude Birth Rate (CBR)

The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) gives a crude measure of the level of fertility in a given population. Crude birth rate 

is the number of births in a given year per thousand of the population in the same year. 

There were 23 births per 1,000 population in Maldives in 2014.  Comparison of Crude Birth Rate calculated 

from census with that of vital statistics shows that there is a difference of 2 (21 births per thousand population 

from VRS). This indicates that the vital registration system in the Maldives is relatively good and the figures from 

census are comparable.

There is a significant difference between Male’ and Atolls with 21 and 26 births per 1,000 population respec-

tively. The Atolls with high CBR based on Census 2014 were North Nilandhe Atoll (F) Atoll with 36 births per 

1,000 population followed by South Ari Atoll (ADh)with 33 births per 1,000 population, South Miladhunmadu-

lu (N) with 29 births per 1,000 population. The Atolls with lowest CBR was Male’ Atoll (K) with 13 births per 

1,000 population which is strikingly low when compared to other Atolls. This could be attributed to the high 

proportion of migrants residing in this Atoll as well as due to high institutional population within the Atoll. 

Fertility of Resident Maldivian Population

In the Census-2014, the fertility information was collected from all women aged 15 years and above. Questions 

regarding the total number of live births per women was collected. In order to calculate current fertility level, 

questions on live births for past one year was also collected. One year preceding the census was taken from 

20 September 2013 to 19 September 2014.
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General Fertility Rate (GFR) 

The General Fertility Rate (GFR) is the total number of live births occurring per thousand women in the repro-

ductive period (15-49 years) in a given year. 

The results of the Census-2014, show that GFR was 81 births per 1000 women of reproductive age and there 

was an increase of 13 births per 1000 women of age 15-49 as oppose to Census-2006. In comparison to 

2000 it has gone down by 5 births per 1000 women of age 15-49 in Census-2014.

GFR in the Atolls was 101 births per 1,000 women of age 15-49, which was relatively high when compared 

to Census-2006. GFR has risen significantly in Male’ in 2014 in comparison to 2006 from 44 to 66 births per 

1000 women of reproductive age. Overall GFR was high in Atolls then in Male’ and this is true for all three 

census years. 

GRF was highest in North Nilandhe Atholhu (F) with 143 birth per 1000 women of age 15-49 followed North 

Ari Atoll (ADh) with 126 births per 1000 women of age 15-49 followed by South Ari Atoll (AA) with 11 births 

per 1000 women of age 15-49. The lowest GFR was observed in Male’ Atoll (K) Atoll with 56 births per 1000 

women of age 15-49.
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Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 

Total Fertility Rate (TFR) represents the average number of children a cohort of women would have at the end 

of their reproductive years if they had children according to a set of age-specific fertility rates pertaining to a 

particular year. TFR of 2.1 denotes replacement level fertility demographically.

The TFR for the country was 2.5 births per 1,000 women in Census-2014, up from 2.2 births in Census-2006. 

However it is still lower than that in Census-1990 and Census-2000. There was a significant rise in TFR of 

Male’ in Census-2014 against Census-2006 while TFR of Atolls shows a slight increase if to compare with 

Census-2006. 

Fertility differentials

The table below shows TFR of Atolls for the last two census years (2006 and 2014). The highest TFR in Cen-

sus-2014 was reported in North Nilandhe Atoll (F) and it was followed South Ari Atoll (ADh) and South Huvadhu 

Atoll (GDh) with 3.88, 3.30 and 3.13 respectively. The lowest TFR was observed in Census-2014 is Felidhu Atoll 

(V) which is 2.34 births per 1000 women and it was followed by South Maalhosmadulu (B) with 2.45 and Addu 

(S) with 2.50 births per 1000 women.
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FigureFR4 shows the geographical pattern in the Maldives very clearly between Census-2006 and Cen-

sus-2014. It shows that the fertility distribution have risen in 17 Atolls and went down in 3 Atolls.  
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Age Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR)

The figure shows that most of the births in Maldives occur for women aged 25-29. The same pattern was ob-

served for Male’ and Atolls having the highest Fertility Rate for the age group 25-29 in Census-2014.

Fertility rate for Male’ was highest for the age group 25-29, and this was followed by the age group 30-34. 

This pattern was different for Atolls where the second highest ASFR was observed in the age group 20-24. 
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Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR)

Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR) is the number of daughters a woman would have on average in lifetime if she 

survives through childbearing period. GRR has been calculated using ASFR computed based on female births 

only.

The number of daughters born per 1000 women went down since 2000. This is true for Male’ as well as for 

Atolls. The number of daughters born per 1000 women was 1.1 in 2014 which is a slight increase from 1.0 in 

Census-2006. The decrease in Atolls between 2006 and 2014 is 0.22.

Figure FR7 shows that there was a slight difference in GRR among Atolls.  The highest GRR was observed in 

North Nilandhe Atoll (F) with 1.9 daughters per women of age 15-49 followed by South Ari Atoll (ADh) and 

South Huvadhu Atoll (GDh) with 1.6 and 1.5 daughters per women of age 15-49 respectively. The lowest GRR 

was reported from Felidhu Atoll (V) with 1.1 daughters per women of age 15-49.
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Age at the birth of first child

The age at which child bearing commences is an important determinant of the overall level of fertility. The table 

below shows median age at first birth by locality for Census-2014. This is the first time this information has been 

collected in a Census.  The median age at the birth of first child among women aged 15-49 for the republic 

was 21 years in Census-2014.   

Figure FR8 shows the older generation has given birth to their first child at a younger age when compared to 

today’s generation. Women whose current age is 65 and above have given birth to their first child at the age of 

18 years and this has shifted to 19 years for the women whose current age is between 45 and 64 years. And 

the age at first birth is between 18 and 20 years for the women whose current age is 15 -44 years.  
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